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onv r v . st/i /. a. u , U 16 . 

Str:- 

I have the nononr to aaknotled# e the receipt of 
.-our -i«’u o* 60 0 / the 10th ultimo ( 77001) relat¬ 

ing to the question of the natives of the 7BNGBA 
oht'WJom on ; h« "terra Leone-J,*.1 >»rtan boundary. 

I re,Ti't that 1 have aot had the advantage of 
beta# able to peruse the copy of u letter iYor the 
Ooloninl Office on the subject which fas ntiled to 
have peon i , tiiia — n <n aocirv- ily -- 

h"vi.rr* been emitted, 

I hove f :','pu an opportunity o serin#: th* 1 Liber¬ 
ian s’ecrotnry o ’ State since youv i.cpiuoh roaohed. ne 
and, anna en avoir l'air, I hron. ; t t • conversation 
rounci to t ’p ooration of 78M0RA chi ofdon i or tho 
purpose* Oj *»mi hi in, t.o to o ti ate tie chances that 
there rirht bo of tncuctm' tie Liberian Government 
to vnive their exception of ti e chiefs KALGANYA. 
G'Tlf'TP, sni (, le IA fro a j er. ,is«* ioo W croon into 
n rttt«h territory. 

I amr lately ,frora th«' very e. phatic attitude 

which dv Kif>f; an lu o nnulor on* ^hit:h 

'fould arouse 1 opposition on t ** part of thf* 

Liberian \*it. Ihoy uapr v to bt* firmly rosol- 

vad»by *io ;1 v oti»pr,to vindioaio tfooir authority 


His ?'n j ra t y 1 dr i n a ir 1 
Socroinry of rt.sto ^or 
For<nrn Affairs. 


ovor 



oyer iswi rh on tl vler, rightly or wron/r- 

ly to have flouted it i n th* r». The pursuit of 
this resolution, with true JEfricin obattnaoy ana 
disregard of consequences, they are quite boat upon, 
end I fenr it -.w 1 ■ • extremely difficult nt the 


present tt e to turn t. •: tv it. 

Tunviiu to another asp'-ot of thia question of 
ttu> ‘•’ • '10 4 C-iefdoaj It hli to oub' ri“ recalled 
t*iat durin. 1‘JlS arid with considerable dir iculty 
urranjcons-n tn *re concluded by no at your direction 




for l ' . ! v-.ci »\* ier "Iready concede" hy the l-iberian 
Cover nse: t to t! c .stives of 1 '1 fGI and KiJKY'D 

division:? o: tie tori, or to bo extended to those of 
: : i ' a, wl.'U y. ir C'*:--, m circu-3! ncea # t oj ter« 

I . tVi<K cron: '■ i". i ■ Territory i-‘ t: «y 

desired to o go. 

I t o •• ■■ '•• ■ •. -• ! ■■ 'ith 

+ -. • -.. r l ••• ■'•• • ; n. o, I advert- 

t ' 

«! to this fsHtter in the «3U|fonitinn that he would 
perh.-lft tsffor re none if. omtiof. r,s to 1 » nt steps, 
ii fuiy» i •"• t.eei*. V f-’h i/ fulfiJ: •'•nt i-j the arrange- 
sent durin ice on leave in nrland, 

to wi.rpritt*, hob**v«»r, ’ir erevothor seeded 
• » .tf c! HO iitpol tsucr *rr.: " cervi r to the concents iona 
ue.de Gy t; e -lei'. . or to any future 

and fuller cnnelirioi’ of tie nrr npeneist as < whole 

9 . jk 

w ich i:ipl t le re >chei : , :*nd s tated his opinion that 

■•V. ; ’ ' .-.••nirictirnr. pi ; ' upon per on.innt 

«j or- v. r »a r. v* ht be pending, and no forth, wore 

removed 










U) 


reeved. 'v .' 1 *u: and sundry in ’ 1 :Ci?A were at liberty 

to a veil of the ■ ri ht to jo *' pe ice and 

British m tlonelily in 3iv'rro i ■■■> - . h > rl\.i not believe 

that any of the Liberian border chief* vor.ld avail 

*> 

1 * 

th'*n :>*lv--~ it. The ma ion ho .ve for this was 
* t, on their entry into Sierra b<'oine, they vould 
automatically o«s8e to ) ol‘ tre ntfttus of chiefs and 
occupy, in t’ British t«rr\- . situation alt in 
to t:.nt of vill«nai:*, a condition to •»' toh t< ey vould 
b* Boat untilliru to auccit, nnd ono diich night, ho 
thought, give rise in ita turn to now eubnrr&samenta. 

'o f r I cou'i jurlfro Sir , oro««ther appeared to 
bo the last } non who le-iired to i *« I h.'G.'JA chiefs 
crotf tie border into iritinh i- nvi , a ftet U-ioh 
rutoni - l e core i e«rij. it ipri a a I did the 
extensive eorresf ond nice vr.ich had pisse' i 1913, 

K 

and the Pt reot exertions I hntf founa it noeessnry to 

‘ ■» cnrrv i t y«!r inrtrMcttrpp in lh« j.-.tter. 

Of course I fully tint the Governor of 

ierr Leone nay bo quite right. After all he spoke 

viv the nitl ority of : noas person- 

-■ 

ally the districts concerned — on advantage vhich 
X do not pojhm 

—* ~~ ■ ~ - * -T- ^ .:i i.~ : 

In "sy caa« T ‘rot *' ■’t.. "if out the exercise of 
p • • ■■ '-r :v ■ b' w-; il ]n - pnnnil le 

tc obtain ::ore . f, rojr. f n 1,1 eri-n OovertiRent than they 
t- 1"» V1 f , ■ : it--, to 1 • .uvr tiered, 

in-th> li hi f>- R\r 'Wrevether'u expressions of 
ovini.iu.ua sell r.s in tnnt of the uncoi promising 

Liberian 

a* 






Liberian attitude which, for the moment, i clearly 
foresee, whether, after all, it is worth while at 
present to pursue the matter further. 

in m;/ judgment, the best course to adopt would 
be to allow the matter of the tnree cliief3 mentioned 
in your iespatch to remain in suspense. As I have 
explained to you elsewhere, iue to the necessities 
of the moment the Liberian Government have been com¬ 
pelled to dismiss all members of the Liberian Front¬ 
ier Force beyond those necessary for service is 
Customs guards. It is, therefore, obvious that they 
cannot, for some considerable time to corae, take any 
steps towards realising ineir intentions with regard 
to these three men. I would therefore a Ivise that, 
until such time as Tengea is formally declared to be 
Ilberin territory, in fulfilment of the proposal con¬ 
tained in my despatch No.54 of the 28th September, 
1913, modified by chair suggestions forwarded under 
cover of my Ho.12 of the 19th January last, questions 
of charges against chiefs and others be allowed to 
remain in the background, when shoul l the Liberian 
Government not have recovers I from the effect! of 
the present financial strain and restored the Frontier 
Force to its normal establishment, pegtions affecting 
the inhabitants of Tenge* can be again brought forward 
with greater prospects of success than at present. 


I 





Ho.45/ In. 












rrltl'h fonsulite-Goiernl, 

"o n- If".." • Tu:r, t me 


Your despatch "o*51 of fovonber 20th (<19315) 
directing ?a*» to furnish a report upon tho attitude 
o th« Libert n Oovernnent towr.rda tho french zone 
to tlv* north* r , and regarding the necessity for 
the due observance of noutrnlity by the no.To repub- 
lio, reached this fnnsulate-fenprnl on tho 30th 
,T ami ary. 

Tt would, of course, bo oxcenlingly citfficrlt 


to draw up anything in t< o nature of a report upon 
tho first matter nontionodsin tho Frond is ad or* a 

note which your despatch contained, since, in this 
crpii.nl, nothin?: whatsoever is ’rnown of it except 
th th-» vaguest *ay, and it would bnaanif esftly 
ioro T >ible to visit tie scene of tho incidents 

* — b * ***% 

complain* 5 of in a journey of less than three r on the 
duration. 

I hove, howovor, on sov n—l ocoosiona, boon in 
connunicntion with tho French vice-consul horo upon 
tho subject, and tho very soarty information which 
h* poanesses niy bo reduced lomowhat to the hollowing 
Tho greeteat difficulty hn» boon experienced 
from tho outset of tho French delimitation co ; ioaion 
labours(l) in obtaining the Lib^ri loner’s 

assent to oertain contemplated modifications of the 

franco-Liberian 


His Majesty *- 5 Prinoipnl 
Secretary of flute for 
Foreign Affairs, 







(2 ) 


Franoo-Libertan frontier which were necessitated by 

* 

a regrettable geodetic error, and (£) in obtaining 

hia attendance at txn.^o upon the Commisnion at all. 

Th< 3 work o ’ the for it ion ib now 'a! in, sl op, 

I loam, in a region exceedingly remote from Honro- 
via; so much so indeed that it takes several weeks 
to offset communication. Th • Ltb>*.*i n dov**rwient 
■)tato t ■ >t if r Los, their commissioner, in not 
with Ilia Preach ooU«.^:um, they hav« no idsa where 

l , •! t. ’ 1 ' - 

ordinary tendency to wander away from hia employment 
to i ;J ’ f- rt: o* ti •' o.Mintr, .in t; ; <* p M, without 
authority or v-ry inch in tho wry of excuse. 

Th* ^rsiich vice-consul fully agrees with r.e 
t t the Mb M u V 'i' r .- nt cannot bo r \ : rd«d a« 
responsible for any slight disturb. ,xeu which may 
have tad on place in th ■ frs.ich sons as stated by 
Monsieur Caribou, or that, if such incidents have 
oocurrsd an stnt 1 !, they can bo attributed to any 
cause other than lawlessness or excess of a^nl on 
tho part of 'lo,..o irresponsible minor official. 

C rt inly t in not particle of evidence to 
awak 'ii suspicion that they i y hive resulted, sit! sr 
pily or indirectly, .wort . An suggestive*. 

The French vie*—consul, oreover, ia entirely 
of ray opinion teat, since 1 1 <» outbreak of war, and 
the issue of the Liberi ji Precis:, tion of ’ieutrslity, 
th > Government of th** Republic hive maintained the most 
correct attitude in all matters relating thereto, 

•uid ilt.;ou#h it in notorious tint ivmy of the : ember* 
of the Executive are greatly under the influence of 

local 





















(3) 









local Gorman conraorcial houcea, tt is n*v#rth*lMl 
only fir to b^ th^t \ cloo* watch upon t)w events 
wi.ioh haw tal -ni plno** oi-.c<- a* fe ■» ...it i’atlod 

to povoii any act on tlr 1 rt o tno Liberian 
Government which couIq in any be construed as 

one or disregard of their obli^atione. 

I liavp th<* honour to i *‘ f 
• itil the hif.tiH. t respect, 

■Ur* 

Tour most ot •diont, 

humble servant. 
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Ho.Piyi: . 

Confidential. 


/30 


Pritidi Connulate-Genernl, 

' onro i , Sint roh, l r lb. 


In my despatch 'o.pb of the Ifith February last. 

I had t honour to make certain observations relat- 
ive to the attitude theretnfor ■ observed by fro Liber 
tan Government towards its neutrality oblig ations, 
and although I have not, no yet, had, occasion greatly 
to notify the opinion 1 tnen expressed, regarding 
the Government ;ui a whole, I nevertheless .iesire to 
lay ti n folio*in,, facts before you. 

for some considerable time past I hove thought 
it desirable, in view of tha many German subjects 
and 1 tar eat a residing and existing in thin capital, 
to maintain, without exciting auspioion, as close a 
watch as I could upon goods imported into Monrovia, 
especially by the ateamars of the Spanish line called 
the Campania Transatlantics of Barcelona which touch 
hare monthly* This I did by the aid of ny engineer, 
!!r J.li.Carr, who is employed on my mot or-launch, and 
who ia a ;,an of colour but of rant int«l ligejice and 
discretion. 

On the : ; ,0th instant tne Spanish steamer “Ciudad 
de Cadiz* arrived at onrovia, and laonarged very 
large quantities of cargo consumed to several 
German commercial houses. T « following day I 


received 









received a visit from Up Carr, who in -hat 

he had to report the landing of a very auspicious *- 
looking oaor- consignor: to the firm of I'easra "etchers 
on-' Helm, p Jordan house of noma import i.nce on this 
coast. Ho described it v.a in all respects "irailar 
to cases in which rtfloo nr« transported, and aa 
h.»tn»* oonoiructed of wry thick wood, clamped and 
bound with iron. Anong th* > nrka it boro were faint 
trro*»3 of t’ ' word •Duala* whi h had toon pinned out 
and •' onrovi ’• substituted (it fill bo re..*»;tbered 

i 

t *’t Vnal* Isi V * chi*f town of tho CamoroonB)* Mr 
Carr added that th<* cast* was *avy that it requir¬ 
ed *>t leant fits non to lift it. 

I w?n confine] to ’ 7 roo at th*» tire by a severe 
attack of r.ilsrial favor, was-, t erefora, unable 
to rive the antter ry personal oti m| but I at 
once sent for Yioe-Qonsul Parks and directed hin to 
proofed without delay to the State loportrsent and 
communicate those facts *.0 the Liberian Secretary of 
State. This he did, and the latter asked hin to 
th ■n’- f me or :...y V vt ’ ly 00? unic itior. and said that 
hn «roi b’ ire direction for ! e oafle to be opened 
and for t' contents to to examined before it was 
handed to the consignee. The aand passed without 
any news on the subject reach tat re, »o on the 23rd 
T g.-ntn :ie* i r Par' s to V e Secretary of State, who 
Informed hi» t 1 the case w«t ill unclaimed. 

I won aliphtly better by this t-tne, but still 
too unwell to ko to 1 onrovin. On the afternoon of 











the 38rd I received ■ vi It from onsieu* I r.ret, 
ay French colleague, to whon, confidentially. I i»n- 
tion«d the affair of the au 3 ] iciooo cm-', -wifi wont on 
to any that I viewed »it v< gr rt -it uniratneas the vary 
suggestive hot that Monrovia, th* chief cun tom-house 
of Liberia, t 1 o nearest neutral country to the Cajaar- 
oonn where the <11 tod troop 3 wore confronted by a 
■ ; ,i Ition ' t i gro ite it tif 'to ■ h] . shcu Ld be In 
the uncontrolled charge of !l<*rr Lange the German 
Receiver op hue tom under the 1^13 Loan Agreement. 
' f erwiieur he.ret vno rreatly struck with the views I 
rlieod before him, and it »a3 agreed that as soon as 
posiiMe t* should 170 together to the Acting lYesi- 
dent and confer with hibi on this moot unsatisfactory 
condition o tilings — rej rred all the sore so by 
the -’acilitioo which n Cern°n Receiver of Customs 
would be able to furnish to his countrymen and others 
in embarking upon transact an illicit character. 

The following day T mo^ive-l * conwontcation from 
Mr ^'’rr to the effect that the suspicious case had 
disappeared from the ouJton-houo'*, and that he had 
been unable to trace it: the offlotaid being apparent¬ 
ly unable or unwilling to give him any information 
regarding it. tie 0 Med that he wna quite certain 
it had not been rer.ove. in the usual business hours 
for, ns it required the exertions of fully six nen 
to uove it, its re oval would have te*m certain to 
attract attention. Re stated hia conviction that 
it mist hove been taken away at night, a course only 

possible 



possible with the connivance of the Receiver of 
Custom/:. I a*:*in son! r Park* to the decretory of 
ftote, who informed hit. that ho had hoard that the 
CPan hrd been removed, but that, as yet, no report 
eg to it ,J contents hr.d been received by Use state 
Department. 

On th- ■» '‘t 'moon of the rjoth inntrht, being 
sonevhPt recovered, accompanied by my French colleague 
T cp 11 A upon 1 ■ ■ Seuretcr* of 'If te o, in the 
seno« of President Howard on a prolonged election 
c *; , ---a in temporary charge of the Government. 

Jlr King aeetaod somewhat disturbed when wo wore announ¬ 
ced, ar.-5, as I laid my statement before him, ho shov¬ 
el the cln«r<\sl signs of unri \V hable perturbation. 

I be, pn by asking him i" he could yet inform me 
as bo the r ■■•?••• U of the ax* tint ion of the case in 
the euttom-houne to which 1 r Parka had drawn his 
attention. Or nj taking this uueotion the acting 
president bocH'.e abiolutoly grey in tb ' face, and 
only by a violent effort vna ible to a.iy that the 
case had be> a r> ope net, and hii aeon .’ounl to contain 
Mscuiti, T -tfiV id bin who rid conducted the exam¬ 
ination, but • >t a no ’-l* to bell r.'o; I also clod 
how it was possible to reconcile such contents with 
thn-v* of ' ease bound -ml cl - ire **it) iron, fnd which 
was a heavy lo-itl far six it>n. !H* reply was that, 
in any case, such was the report h* had received, 

that th« deceiver of Ou-atOi fl ud expr-iaed antisfac- 

* 

tion 



I' 









tluii with it. and that h« also was quite satisfied* 

I then entered uvon the main object of our visit• 
I said that,after several aonf-'ro.wog,; ousieur Bare! 
and I, representing two of tee allied nations, regard* 
n \ a ith deep o nc *ru, pondered do >per by the Incident 
of the luyste: eaae which it w^a iaposaiMo to 

look upon as satisfactorily explained, the fact that 
fianrovi ton-house should continue in the free 
control of *rr Lingo, a Gort.'.n subject, and that »e 
1 to invite the Siberian Goverjasm t to con- 
rjid-’p whether it would not hotter* from every 
poi*t- o' vi>*w, " * in t • ' t i) ■ 't ion of the war > 
that th • c'-sl-v -ho- •* in .-on' ion !?:• oul ’ be placed in 
tl » *u*l control o ' -leer L r i > vart on** of the either 
Urtc^iv^pB eit.i or the r\‘ >r the French* I rot<ind 
ed Tind t st uturelcno* r- ‘1 -ations 1 hi already 
b-en ca *t upon Libert»n neutrality, and added that it 
see wd to iso th it hero wepe ready : nl e.-uiy r..eana of 
lilonninf any furthop hostile co:..i>-.t -dtioh night 
ot nrwiie nri? 

The acting president 1 is.**4 to < •' with great 
norvousnes • of nn*r, nod on r.j concluding he at 
once evinced the /Teateat objection to any interfer¬ 
ence with existing customs conditions* -.mt of all 
ho n-ke' ::«• ml her disdainfully hcv T considered it 
possible, even if Contraband were illicitly landed 
nire err re-export, to forward it on to O-u^roono or 
elsewhere, to which I replied that the noderalely 
large traliiu: schooner employ'd by the Oeriaan firn 

of 



rf Voanra. 'Toat ml Coupany, although r-viitorod as 
i Ltbortan v*» 83 p 1 , »hlch *33 constantly voyaging on 
tb»io contc, -v 1 oft op •l :-*" 5 " rrolo>v*d portoda , 

could cyry p'wMrt'dfT^blo "■• * : ‘tfa of any c 1 tty 

to any point o* tho Gulf of Guinea. To t la siwpla 
flolution ’r ■ tor would not, fop norao unintelligible 
poaanr, H* wart on to my that th« Liberian 

Gown-;*nt ^ovor l ad i »on responsible* for, nor had 
th ! 'v ”11 co:v:uilto.i , t) •■> rmi,nrvMt of the districts 
of forolm roooiv^ra, ar jI d. not, th«ro- 

/yr/tr/C^e 

fo p-,yt‘ 1 dispositions t!c* T on :*ow *rs had ;..a;le 
ref'ordtnr tl or., If the ! it«rtnn Government worn 
fnj’oi tVod rlth ^ 'C’ r»nd proofs of linrropor conduct 
on th* port of th« German roooivor, thoy would no 
doubt o: U3o nn tnouirv ' > . o hold, !:o added that 
I aorotloally the Isarior oral r“c«ivor was in 
control o* tho Vonm-Ha cuetosiS, but, upon lay asking 
tho question, w.!« compelled to it that ho was nitjch 
away, anf practical ly mw ort"rot tho custom-house 
rt. ell. Aft *r nnny of -»r objections equally boa Ido 
tho point, ’ r in,:, w'-mo r. ■ vi-t pro* *0 norvous that 
rt tinea ho boo-uae rlroost incoherent", concluded with 
tho foldo-'lnr ni '.'rt iin,’ roj rh. Pe said that to 
j 1 v co the ouutobs a( "onrovin in tho joint control 
of ttm Gorr n with t) o r ritt :h or French receiver 
would conflict entirely with Liberian ideas of neu¬ 
trality, as theno t is ted ir conferring no exclu- 

fttvo advnntrgea upon tho representative!! of any 
belligerent notion. At ny reqtiest h* repeated thic 

singular 
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sineu 1 r and only, I f-tnoy, half understood rw» 

when I rejoined that If, on the contrary, the Liber¬ 
ian Govern: erf, desired to . r.. oveWhelr.ini; advan¬ 
tages exclusively to (lorn an subjects reatiloin here, 
it seemed to m# that the? could aoarcely device 
mor“ of tactual -:o- nn of loin, on than by leaving the 

Oer: iw "or.oiv*" in it omitT* i ! 1 o;i charge of their custom 
■ 

our.*, ?h- e then ensued a v< ry lengthy ztg uncut 
in which, although un: -l* 'to untstn a single joint, 

*'r King would not i. "■ ■?. 

Aa nothing won to h* i iad by prolonging tho 
discussion, which was conducted with tho nont perfect 
courtesy » to t,e p-n* on hot' ’'.ion, ‘ om'iour Bnret and 
1 Ion. informing hr fin,: at our intention to refer 
tho iu iter without do lay to our respective Governnenta 
I wan very careful to convoy to lira that I fully 
realised that tho euatoi a was a depnj*truant wherein 
■ Libortan Government was scnrooly naster in its 
out house, nn i r«rtiind*l -usi that President Howard had 
m od thead v*ry wbrds t * -'nly * few weeka before. 
Hill, I a .led, my colleague and I and hojoA that 
th«? wi ht fin-: o-r' to - o*. t our views as of their 
onn initintivf'. ' r r Kinr*: fin 1 reply waa that on 
tho whole bo t .v . .-crit Britain, 

, toko ,o roapom* 

ibility of w’^otever wan dono in tho matter, 

Tho reason for . lent* a nanifoat 

uno? »i io8a , which wan much cotta cited upon by Vonoiour 
Parol, onn only t 1 lvft to conjecture. 


Yesterday 



Yesterday s' represant at l ve trf this Consulate- 
General aallei at the Keneral store a eaara* 
Watchers and Kel* In Monrovia the, it will be remem¬ 
bered warn the oonsiATieaa <?f the case of * biscuits* . 
Ha daBtrad to b« shown 8 ok* fresh biscuits, and naked 
if ha could Bfc ony of those which hud baou landed 
by tna last Spanish steamer. The reply ha received 
from tha jftiropnnn store-keeper w«s that ho rutat bo 
und or some tai nppr* hens ion as. the firiu hod received. 
no b i scuits by tha last Ira nian 3tea&BlS 

Hot I do cot know wnat Inn contents of tha c:;3« 
in question wara, uor does [near Ur Carr, but 

hf» ha t be*n a soldier and in now in tie' T.Iberian 
If i lit in and certainly knows what m a tabu of arcs* 
casen look life; ha assures mo thnt, to all appear¬ 
ance t.hfis was one, and colour is lent to this view 
by its «ttr*i n v*>ttfit. 

In theft* circutistunoes I desire to subnit, 
should you think wall of it, that no tine should be 
jt in taking aeasurea either to relieva Herr Langs 

fron ipos\ ? wion in til' 4 oti^toj *i o^a fcin 

* 

to another post or, preferably in lay opinion, to 
keep h\n her* 4 wnere it in doings enn be watched blit 
sharing th* oontvol of t. a custom* with either tha 
Briti'th or ?renoh receiver. duly by those manns, 
in isy ,iU‘t:i*nt, can suspicion almost wn uni in*, to 
certainty o? malpr no ti.ee be wed, and a by no 
means nninport mt channel ;or it licit trnffio in 
arias and ammunition aatirf wily eloaad. 


A 
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J riviiih Consulato-C 'JUTBl, 
Monrovia, 3rd April, 191b 


:;ir: 


t 


With rfl^rnnop to mv df» match o*K of thf* i 7th 
January l*st, re) tive to tl■-* natives of the TBHQBA 
rhicrdor.. on t' Anplo-i-irori boundary, I have now 
received the no ■■ of the '*olori?tl Of'ice loiter of 
the 1st Dei r referred to, hut inadvertently 
omitted front, your despatch He,66 of December 10th 


lant. 


After careful consideration of its contents, I 
see no resnon in any way to modify the opinions ex¬ 
pressed in my answering: despatch No.2 of the 6th 
January. 

T thinb, however, that I ought to nay, perhaps. 
In relation to the second pctragrafto of !'r Secretary 
lIarcourt*s letter which reminds me that on one occas¬ 
ion — l ncv o ears ago — I referred to the 
Liberian frontier Iforco in one of my confidential 
reports as an "undisciplined rabble of bloodthirsty 
out-throat, that ulthnurh, o' course, nuch was at 
e time the unfortunate onse, it is happily no 
’■nnper so tn anythin:- ItV** the - extent. There 
can be no Loubt whatsoever that, although this force 
is Hill far :*ror» wh- 1 it ah on If! be, th'- influence 
exercised upon it by the officers lent to Liberia 
by is Unit t. •» in 1912 has wrought a very great 


t 


inprov ,t 







inprov“ir,ent upon these troops as a whole, I have, 
ind-'>M t li ttation ; Tying that, controlled 

by the officers I have mentioned, the depredations, 
robberies, and other enor iiei at one tine so 
lamentably characteristic of this force, have come, 
in so far as it has been (found possible to attain 

* -• e/, 

to so ’root an improvement in to oorpamtively short 
an interval, to a very timely end* It would bo 
inaccurate longer to describe them as “unpaid*; the 
Internation l his toms Reoeivership, by whose members 
these men are very largely employed as Customs Guards 
see? in that, and although V ere ii no Aoubt, if I 
may sposV from hearsay, that Liberian authority in 
KAJJGANYA'f* country is of the a viest description, 

I should at.il 1 be very loti to believe that .the 
appalling occurrences which distinguished the 
Lomax-Cooper interval of control on the border were 
any loiu <*r pr »csttae.i t ‘re. 

I am further of opinion t dr Secretary 
Harcourt's views, as encased by paragraph Ko*!> 

Of his letter under oor. 1 ideratioij.iuny perhaps h? ve 
been formed upon information of a more or less 
exaggerated or otherwise inoifiot character* But 
even though it were not, it should be remembered that 
even tn the case of the Liberian Government, tine 
effects *;rent alterations in filing ,nd sentient, 
and whatever may have been the hostility displayed 
towards Greet Britain and all things British by the 
Barclay cabinet, during whose period of office most 
of the offences complained of on tne border tool 
place, I .ihoul greatly regret to thin* that the 
present Libert - u Adri .ictration regarded: ua with 
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to 











the samo unstinted nor sure of op*n ovornion, or 







anythin#: Ill o it. Th*.t in 1; -oi, t a zo. 










and so confident as I of the correctness of l<«w- 
ly formed ingress ion* that I look forward to a final 
solution of the 'T3KG3A problem of a kind whioh, I 
hope, nay y«n., out Any very strong pressure, 

* • v J* j? tL- i ,7' JL r * Tgr. ta - *1 .. 1 y . 

satisfactorily fulfil ! r Hnrcourt's vi-hes. 

I have the honour to do, 
ft'itb the hifhent respect. 

Sir, 

Your f.ori obedient, 

hut lo : orv lit. 
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?ritinh rannul Ao-Gonera!, 
’'onrovir., 7th April, r>lb. 


Sir:- 

♦ 

I have the honour to forward herewith a report 
upon thr ,;on<*r'i 1 situation in Liberia as at the and 
of 1914, which I trust way prove of interest. 

I have the honour to be, 

With t! o highest respect, 

Sir, 

Your most oberient, 

humble servant, 
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Hl3 "nieaty'j 1’rnnoiral 

Secretary of State for 
Poreif-n Affairs. 
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IncInsure. 

In Up ’(aagham's despatch ho .117 of the 7th April, 1915. 


fleport upon the Ow l Situation in Liberia as at the end of 1914. 





I - foreign Relatione. 

(a) (Jith Great Britain . 

The outbreak of the European war, during tire 
year under review, has had the effect of again swing¬ 
ing the pendulum of public feeling in Liberia in 
favour of Great Britain, and the strong prospect of 
thH country emerging triumphantly fro* the conflict, 
endowed wtti atill greater power and influence, has 
auf’ioed to indicate to the calculating negroes of 
this country the safer channel to navigate, and, as 
a result, all eyea are turned towards London in the 
hop" of realizing future benefits froi. closer rela¬ 
tions. The year PIS was, for reasons vhioh I fur¬ 
nished in my lust report, not one which saw any over¬ 
whelming increase in British influence here, a circum¬ 
stance which other countries endeavoured to take 
advantage of for the furtherance of their own indi¬ 
vidual interests. The success which attended these 
efforts, however, was not, I think, in any sense 
proportionate to tnaju, and S3 a direct outcome of the 
situation which the European w; r has created, matters 
are ri "ting themselves, for tie present at any rate. 

t 

The annual meeting of the Liberian Legislature 

in 





(: ) 


in 1914 took pi "Cp for the first time In the month 
of September, and an unmistakable indication of 
improving fooling towards Groat Britain was furnish¬ 
ed by the grant of .in exclusive concession to r 
B rittnh subject unaided by locil influence or locally 
administered bribes. The Presidential Message 
delivered on this occasion, a colourless document at 
the best, contained nothing hostile or provocative 
beyond some inpatient references to that unfortunate 
British association known as the Liberian Development 
Company. Thi3 body, it will be remembered, protest¬ 
ed against certain threatened infringement of their 
rli hts in Maryland County by a Liberian or quaai- 
Liberian concern called the dxcelsinr 14ltling Company 
which finally became r«fi?tered in the United King¬ 
dom as the Atlantic Const Development Company Limited. 
Thi 3 protest gave occas^iv for the inclusion in the 
President’s Mesaage/which had the effect of arousing 
remark in British circles at home for which there 
does not seem to have been any special need. if here, 

therefore, at previous meetings of tire !,e» lalature, 
expression had been given in past years to dislike 
or suspicion of Tritinh prnpoaals by the summary 
rejection of all or nearly all applications of a 
concessionary character, on this occasion not only 
mere such manifestations conspicuously absent, but, 
is stated, one concession at least was not unreadily 
granted. 

During the year certain members of the Executive 
Gov-'rncient, such for example as the Secretary of State, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Chief Justice, Postnaster- 
Cener*1 and others visited England and other European 

countries. 
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countries, , In London th«y sore »eii received, and 
ape ik highly of the hospitality and courtesy shorn 
to th«m; blit there con ho little doubt that, in 
their innermost souls, they turn to Hamburg and to 
Berlin with greater enthusiasm, as, not only were 
they equally warmly welcomed, but carried away - in 
one important case at least - substantial proofs of 
German anticipation of the assistance they were to 
furnish in the adoption of proposals to be made 
later. The Chief Justice, ”r r 'o3aen, appears to 
have avoided publicity during his stay in London. 

He seems to have spent the greater part of his time 
in the city absorbed in eo: nereis 1 pursuits of a 
highly lucrative character chiefly connected with 
the consolidation of the interests of the Atlantic 
Coast development Company Li ite<i, interests which 
may one day (he probably hones ) core before him in 
his judicial c pacity. 

Chief Justice nos sen has been, in my opinion, 
responsible in th<- past for much, if not the greater 
part, of the aver ion which many influential Liber¬ 
ians at that time felt for Great Britain, ■ It will 
be romp hoped that in th<* Barclay cabinet, which 
compassed the downfall of the British reform propos¬ 
als in 1908-9, an; which was probably the most An, :lo- 
phobe Liberian assembly in living memory, Hr ^oasen 
occupied the not uninfluentlal position of Vice- 
President. During that time he was unquestionably 
wholly under Q**rm>i influence, and, beyond all doubt, 
heavily subsididized by the German Consulate, This 
was th<* beginning of Teutonic commercial and political 

ascendancy 
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ascendancy which haa done so much, by means wholly 
repugnant to British traditions, to undermine our 
influence and to consolidate theirs. But since 
1913, albeit won to h»-v«» occurred which revived the 
long-surviving suspicion again«t us, nnd there have 
not bp'*n wanting sporadic outbursts of violently 
expressed distrust, tne attitude of tne Liberian 
cabinet has been far ''‘on unfriendly towards us, and 
I an disposed to till tk that, for tne reason I gave 
. at the beginning of thin introduction, it is likely 
steadily to improve. For one thing, tne present 
Vice-President, who with his chief is on the point 
of re-election for a further period of four yours, 
is an inoffensive and in some ways not unnniable 
individual. He is very cordially disposed towards 
Great Britain, and, I feel inclined to think, has 
used his influence to modify in his colleagues the 
extravagant mnif estation* of anti-British feeling 
into which, I learn, on one or two occasions some 
among them have allowed t.nemnelvea to be betrayed. 

But in this regard indications are not wanting that 
a more cordial spirit pervades the entire Legisla¬ 
ture, In all is lemblie.s there my be one or two 
irreconcilablea: but it would be both incorrect and 
misleading to describe the iembers of the present 
Legislative assembly as being anti-British as a whole 
or anything like it. In this, of course, they are 
guided by their personal as well as tnetr national 
interests; tney realise fully thnt at the end of the 
present European struggle Germany, towards whom, in 
the days of the rage against Britain, all hearts and 

all 


* 
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all pockets were turned, will, in all probability, 

ft 

emerge 30 broken as to bo of Utile tmnediate uee 
to thorn. It is ,tnerefore,tn I, Iberians, the moot 

* naturl thing in tli* world to torn coldly from those 
■ho, by most expensive methods, haw courted their 
interest in the pa3t, an to bop in to angle for the 
udvar>t:ige3 likely to result from an adjustment of 
differences with the next Power likely to become 
useful. A significant episode tending to support 
this view took place r‘cently at a crowded exhibi¬ 
tion of war filri3 at the local Bioscope Rail. The 
concluding picture of the Buries was a portrait of 
Lord Kitchener, bearing the le. end *?he man who is 
going to smash the Kaiser! In spite of the presenee 
of between 6Q and 40 Germans, the enthusiasm of the 
Liberian audience was indescribable. I am informed 
that they Mounted upon toeir chairs and cheered loud¬ 
ly demanding •Kitchener* over and over again, until 
the unhappy Germans, among whom were several who 
have wielded considerable influence in the past, 
were so over-wrought that the left the Rail in a 

• body. However indelicate, not to say brutal, such 
a manifestation may have been, it aeera to indicate 
with some clearness a surprisingly rapid change in 
popular feeling from tne time, not much more tnan 
two y«nr3 ago, when British subjects, nen and women, 
were*insulted and stoned in the streets of Monrovia, 

- (2) Anglo-Ltberian Boundary- 

The delimitation of the boundary between the 
Sierra Leone Protectorate and thi» Republic,resumed 
in 1915,has been successfully completed, the procAa 
verbal drawn up, and all that now re: ains is to 

obtain 
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obtain th 1 signature of f r L«e, the Liberian 
Comissloner on the i»--d staking. The boundary, as 
now marked out, affords a clear definition of the 
courses of the MAlA, L r AK!»OI, and iiAHWA Rivers, where 
they are looked upon as natural boundaries t and a 
survey of them hn.3 been made to a point whereat the 
last named stream bisects the 13th meridion, ?he 
neglect of the Liberian Commissioner to proceed to 
Freetown to sign the documents relating to the 
delimitation has given rice to much inconvenience and 
annoyance. He is believed to be at present engaged 
upon the frontier survey now in progress along the 

fr%+4'£!!+ tr xJ 

Franco-liber Ian boundary. At the amp —*-1 of .the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, I hive on several occasions 
requested and even prjpuaed the Liberian authorities 
to secure his attendance at Freetown for the comple¬ 
tion of the procAs verbal, but they finally stated 
that they wore wholly ignorant of his whereabouts, 
and, after ti rep attempts, had failed to find him. 
Finally, is a last resort, a peremptory message from 
the State Department was cabled to him, and Governor 
Merewether at Freetown was asked to take any measures 
he chuld to deliver it on behalf of the Liberian 
Government, who fmnkly confessed themselves power- 

i • ” 

less. Such is at present the stale of affairs. 

The situation affecting that division of the 
boundary falling within Liberian influence and known 
as the T1!NG|A Chief dor., which, for some time paat, 
has been tue subject of protracts correspondence 
and representation, continues unaltered. It will 
be rettPr.b'*red that, towards the end of 1913, I 
obtained, with great dif ioulty, the assent of the 

Liberian 



( 7 ) 


Liberian Government to tne application to thin 
Chiefdom of an arrange; <e t previously concluded 
with respect to other frontier divisions, whereby 
natives on either sid« of th p boundary should, within 
a period of six r., oaths fro;, completion of delimita¬ 
tion, be permitted to docile as to whether they 
would settle definitely >ipon British or Liberian « 
soil, Ihia assent on the part of th 1 Liberian 
Government, however, was subject to ti e proviso 
that the liberty described should not be extended 
to persons against whom any charges might be pend¬ 
ing, sad who, up to that time, had succeeded in 
evading apprehension. After some time His 'Majesty's 
Government were informed that of these there were 
three named KAflGA.iYA,. GAKB 'IS, and GALLIA, all 
possessing the status of ahiofs. These men it is 
the avowed intention of the Liberian Government to 
punish for various alleged acts of disregard of 
Liberian authority. In J mnry last I was directed 
to ascertain whether the Liberian Govern, ent still 
adhered to this resolution, or whether t- ey would 
be likely, if pressed, to forego it. As the result 
of the steps taken, tho opinion was communicated to 
the Foreign Office that it would perhaps be better 
to defer further representations upon the subject 
for such time as might be necessary to enable the 
Liberian Government fully to realize its powerleas- 
ne33 to caj^ry out it3 projected chaitisejent of 
these chiefs, whereupon it seemed possible that 
they might be allowed to enter Sierra Leone territory 

without 
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without hinierance. It night, at the sane time; 
be pointed out that the transfer of Liberinno and 
their folio,mra to Sierra Leone territory night 
very conceivably be found to be by no means an 
unmtxed Messing. These tnree Liberian natives, 
after all, will ac rcely be lively to forget that 
In their own country they wielded the influence 
and authority of chief*. Afl such status, it would 
seem, || hardly likely to follow then into British 
territory, friction with long established headsen 
and others of the latter nationality might, I think, 
with great certainty be expected to remit, with 
the strong likelihood of new and unexpected embarr¬ 
assments necessitating measures of a very unites itat- 

~n_ 

ing character, is alio, I believe, the opin¬ 

ion of tne Governor of Sierra Leone. Such ore. 
however, the present multitudinous preoccupations 
of th* Liberian Governnent, and the insufficiency 
o' it.s forces, I do not, personally now tbink that 
the three chiefs mentioned have such to fear, or 
will have for a long time to cone. In this connec¬ 
tion it may be as well to mention that, after all, 
the Liberin Frontier Force is not what it was. 

Under the training of officers l*nt by the United 
states Governnent, it has greatly improved both in 
conduct and appearance even in trie last year. Ho 
longer is it unpaid; probably no longer could be 
fairly applied to it all the reproacne* of *>ven 
two or ti'ree ynarn a* o, and although it is yet far 
from what such a force should be, I should be un¬ 
willing to b'lieve it to b« still oapuble, whilst 
directed by its American offioera, of the appalling 


frCtS 



acta of murder and outrage viuch disgraced it in the 
not distant days of the Lowu-Cooper border control. 
At t :ie name time it should not be forgotten taat the 
African native soldier, whether he 1 along to the 
King's African Rifles. to the Liberian Frontier 
Force, i’ to any other military body, rill rob and 

den roil if and whenever he gets the :\r. .a, and will 

use the subduing glamour of his uniform, and very 
often, should t! at fail, hit) rifle no well,to aid 
and assist him in his lawless designs* It would be 
as unjust as it would be ridiculous, as I know from 
21 years experience of the African, to regard the 
blackguardism of the Liberian Frontier Force ns a 
purely national peculiarity. It is nothing of the 
kind, as any of our Governors or ‘Administrators in 
Africa know perfectly veil* The armed African 
soldier, beyond the range of his officer’s control, 
i* a thief and a tyrant by nature and predilection, 
and cert: 1 .inly not in this generation will he be 
anything else. 

In the latter part of 1 iH, seme apprehension 
WQ 3 aroused in administrative circles in 'Uerra Leone 
by a report that a notorious educated native of 
that colony named Dr ABAYGMI COLK, who has long 
been a resident in this Republio, was about to 
establish sugar-plantations and erect a capacious 
still uron the Liberian side of the boundary at a 
place called KABAYAHA, and suspicion seemed to be 
tell founded that this was to be done with the design 
of manufacturing rum for sale and for smuggling into 
the British Sphere. this abandoned scoundrel, who 

has 
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has- long been a thorn in tl e aid" of t> e British 
authorities, in connected v»iti a coix^rolal body 
of Liberian incorporation cal !od the African Indue- 
trial Association, who;ie shareholders include aond of 
the nost influential citizens of Monrovia. It of 
course intends to distil spirits, and that ie, in 
all 'probability* the be-all and the end-all of its 
activities, in complete disregard of the provinions 
of tli° General Act of the Iruanels Conference, 
Fortunately for the native troops on both sides of 
the houndsry, as tell as for the native tribes among 
show their function" are di*ci wed, the promise of 
the removal of this establish out from the vicinity 
of the border iaa obtained by me in the month of 
February last, since when no further apprehension 
has been expressed regarding the matter. 

-—— (t) Liberian Development Company- 

That long-established, but somewhat unprogresa- 
ive association called th-> Liberian Dewlopraent 
* Company. Chartered and Limited, whilst .apparently 
fully resolved to maintain ito rights inviolftej 
against a-.y and every thr -at of infringement, fleers 
equally resolve;, to make but little effort to util¬ 
ise nr develoj e them itself, 7his fact is, > feir, 

ft 

coming to be recognized by the Liberian Government 
in a manner which renders representations on behalf 
of the Company at times a little difficult. It will 
perhaps be remembered that this Company, formerly the 
’eat African Cold Cone or, -ioMt; Limited, has made, from 
time to time, several communications to the Foreign 
Office requesting protection from the Infringement of 

itfl 
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its privileges, especially those relating: to minerals 

» 

tn the oounties of "aryland and Montserraio which 
were originally granted to a Liberian corporation 
called th<* tint on ’'trim; Company of Li bar In. The 
first named asaociation claim tl at their rtrhta 
regarding minerals ore such ns enable than-, solely 

and exclusively to anarch for -uid work th*m In the 

« 

counties j.ontionou, aspirations which the Liberian 
Government regard wit? some coldness, This cold¬ 
ness has, I fancy, only be«n diaplayed during the 
past year or 30, and has oor.e to be so mainly through 
the influence wielded both officially and privately 
by Chief Justice Boscen, >»hp, it will b« recalled, 
was Vio*-Pr»si lont in the last Adi iniatrr.tion. This 
official has recently boon instrumental in obtaining 
from the Legirt lature for a Liberian Syndicate called 
the Kxcelaior Mining Company, in which he was heavily 
interested, powers which bring it into serious con¬ 
flict with the rights which the Liberian development 
Company olair;. ’!r Doasen'a interests in the Excel¬ 
sior 1 Inin Company were v*c *ntly transferred to a 
hr Bixon, a Brittah subject, by whom they were veated 

in the Atlantic Coaat Development ‘'onpnny Limited, to 

* 

which reference has already been made. The rights 
obtained by r Bos.ion for the latter concern undoubt- 
edly include mining rights in Maryland County apparent¬ 
ly similar to those possessed by the Liberian Develop¬ 
ment Company, and thus the two associations are at 
great tension, as it would seem on the faoe if it, 
through the deliberate net o'* the Liberian Government 
in granting to the new concern rights understood to 

be the exclusive property of the old one. 

* 

So far a3 I am aware, no settlement has ieon 

reached, 
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reached. During the summer or 1914, suggestion* 
were made by this Consulate-G aner > 1 that some effort 
to adjust tne dif 'iculty should be juade at a confer¬ 
ence in London between responsible representatives 
of the two companies; but I have not heard that this 
prorosal wns adopted, nnrl there seems, therefore, to 
be some i—l ill r it-r that, even faced by the probab¬ 
ility or rore or r-as costly litigation* the Atlantic 
Coast Development Company Limited, strong in. their 
reliance upon the Chief Justice of Liberia, who is 
understood to retain a considerable interest in the 
concern, will exert great pressure to the prejudice 
of the older established body* Of course, should 
the two cohie into conflict, it would be perfectly 
futile to hope for anything approaching fair treat¬ 
ment from th« Liberian Courts, and I should be 
inclined strongly to roootiuend the nomination of a 

commit ion armed witr fairly wide terns of reference 

*<*»**■ • . 

to examine and report upon the rival oleins. That 
the Liberi n Government is disposed to favour the 
Atlantic Const Development Company Limited is clear 
#rora the remarks made on the subject in the President's 
message to the last meeting of the Legislature, where¬ 
in he says, somewhat contemptuously, that the Liber- 
i n Government had repeater!ly tried to ascertain to 
what rights the Liberian Development Company refer 
in their protests against alleged infringement, and 
mor** to tne an e ef ect. 

—-(3) Liberian Rubber Corporation, Ltd.-—- 

This body, clonely relatel to the association 
just referred to, has had occasion to complain of 
* the Mgh export duty upon rubber which, together 
with the we-f-nens of the prevailing markets, has 

couponed 
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compelled them to cea3a cutting and exporting the 
wild variation, with disastrous resulta to revenue, 
to the Industry itself, and. to the circulation of 
money in tne foi*jn of wages, transport, and so on, 
in th* interior of the country* Hth these develop¬ 
ments in view, the Receivership of Customs proposed 
in November 11 to the Bankers to the 1912 Loan 

V 

(Keosrs. Kulr.Loeb and Company of lien York) that an 
application should l>o made to tne Liberian Legisla¬ 
ture for the re motion of ti.e existing duty. This 

»as Rone, th<> or ft act embed yin* the proposals pro- 

* 

riding that the duty on wild rubber should be reduced 

fron 6d to Id per pound, and on plantation rubber 

from 1H to jd, such reduction to continue until the 

•urop m i irkets reached a higher level of price 

* 

than they ire likely to do for some ti. .<» to come. 

Unnppily for the Liberian Rubber Corporation 
Limite , the Legialtture without comment failed to 
pi ye effect to these proposals, tn id remitted them, 
together with other desired legislation, as •unfin¬ 
ished business’ to t ie next "a; non which will take 

* 

platK at the end of the present year* On instruc- 
tions fron t ; « Foreign Office, I did what I could 
to press th«ae measures upon the attention of the 
’Executive Government with a view to getting them 
passed by a special meeting of the Legislature 
held for certain specific objects last month. This, 
however, was unfortunately found to be i.practicable, 
but a definite promise to support it at th« neit 
Session was reoeiye, by :ae from [’resident Howard. 

A3 a matter*of fact, there u not much doubt that 
tb apropos ale woul a have become law in September last 


* 


had 



had not the Secretary of th-* Treasury, whilst dis- 

. 

cunning the nettop in Lent" on with the manager of the 
Liberian Rubber Porporntion Limited last summer, 
taken great offence at the application by the lot tor 
of the tori,. ■niggers" to tne Liberian people. Thoro 
can bo no doubt that this singularly tactl«s3 ex¬ 
pression may bo regarded aa the oauao of the failure 
of too negotiations botn then and aftorwards. 

-—-( 4 ) ilottinji c e Gooaoom&l,—- 

These persons, British Indian subjects employed 
by a .trader of tho sore nationality at Freetown, 
Siorra Leone, claimed n sun of .4.55 from the Liber- 
tan Government for losses alleged to have been sub-* 

1-lined through the theft of their goods and their 
expulsion from j-iberinn territory by the notorious 
ex-Colonel Lomax in 1911. After prolong' and 
repented reorientations, tne claim was reduced to 
£250, but even for this sum the Liberian Government 
could not aer its w* i y to adnit liability, stating 
that th«y had no reliable evidence against Lonnx 
who, of flours' 1 , roundly dented the entire charge. 

It was finally aug, eated that tne matter ahould be 
submitted to investigation, and witnessou examined, 
on the spot upon which the events complained of had 
taken pi.ee, and for this purpose commissioners have 
be-»n appointed both by tie Sierra Leone and Liberian 
Governments. Unfortunately the r*pr'sentative of 
t >e latter is no ot.-*r than tne elusive Mr Lee, whose 
presence at Freetown for the completion of the bound¬ 
ary delimitation documents has been so long and so 
ardently deoired. Whether Mr Lee haa to'*n privately 
intimated to keep out of tne way, and tnus obstruct 

the 
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the inquiry into thi? cini , which I fe«i convinced 

t 

the Liberian Government have not the aE.nllent inten¬ 
tion to pay,Is a Batter for conjecture, but oertain- 
ly appearances strongly support such a suspicion. 

-(5) Haoruit LO.it of iriUnn Subjects.-— 

The f tet tnat, for many ye: rs p.uit, certain 
numbers of Mritioh natives from tne e stem portion 
of the Sierra Leone Protectorate have been Illicitly 
shipped to the Spanish and Portuguese Inlands in 
the Gulf o, mea has teen well known. Prom state¬ 
ments made it seeujs probable tnat these labourers 

■ * r i 

tore colleote for shipment in small depots,oloaely 
re;; >, .blirv the old ilave barrrtooonr, at such pieces 
as the ano diver, Kobertsport, Little Cnp« Mount, 
and elsewhere, and shipped nv. opportunity occurred. 

It is, however, satisfactory to be nbl<> to report 

that since the arrival and employment of the power- 

* 

ful motor-launch no*» attached to this Consulate- 
Gmeral, and the visiting of ships by one or other 
of my of iaers which now takes place, complaints of 
the illicit recruitment of Tiritish natives are no 
Jon/.er he? rd, and tnere ii rood reason to believe 
that the risVs now attendant upon this traffic are 
realised to he sonevhat disproportionate to the 
profits and advantages derivable from it. 

(u) - ith Prance. 

There can be little doubt t : t the relations 

i 

between Prance and Liberia have not greatly improved 
during 1W1, or niice; th • extett t coldness arising 
froir two distinct causes, (a' misunderstanding heaped 
upon ri ‘understanding connected with boundary commiss¬ 
ion queitiona, nnd (b) suspicion, in core circles 

almost 
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almost amounting to certainty, that Francs, following 
the consistent attitude towaria Liberia which aha 
has always so unswervingly maintained, is planning 
the absorption of further l r ■ nraaa of LIberian 
territory'in the course of t: •• boundary survey now 
proce* ding. 

i!n« struggles between tne two Republics, which 
have so frequently repeated themselves, alternately 
for tne conauumfttton of i boundary delimitation, and 
to avoid it. dat-* from the y<*,r' T'O , and it riay not 
b j without intermit her** to rive a brief outline of 
1 11 ** 15 . In t t year, curiously enough, the Liberian 
Government, impelled by a feeling of oonfidonoe in 
her neighbour which subsequent experiences do not 
'»* m to * rendered very permanent, expressed a 
desire for the commencement of delimitation oper¬ 
ations, statin . it all would be in readiness to 
b-\;in them early in 1904. Things dragged somewhat, 
hownver, and in th*> course of the latter year a * 
Liberian mission visited Paris for the purpose of 
discussing the matter. Presumably owing to the 

unsatiefnotory character of the proposals made, how- 

# 

ever, no definite understanding was reached, nothing 
was lone until Septeial er 1907, when an arrangement, 
wfts made to trace a more or less acceptable boundary 
line between the two countries. During 1907 and 
the following year, troubles /»a >we e , notably the 

S' 

revolt of tne Tomas, stirre up, it in believed, by 
Liberian agents headed b t «* infamous Loou. 

During 190JM) work was done on the French boun¬ 
dary in harmony wit» the agreement of 1. 07, and this 
waa completed in 1909. Now difficulties nowar one 

due 
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« 

due to th* conduct of oertain Llbortaa officers', 
who, in "'-’c-ribor o' t nt year, attacked a French 
esoort in the B<5 region, whici\ had already been 
reco, lised as falling to Franco, without reason or 
explanation. For thia outn go but little if any 
aatialYctton appears to have been obtained. 

In 1910 the Liberian Government vaa advised 
that Prance had approved the trae£ fixed by the 
commission which had completei it t reviou4 year, 
and had embodied it in a formal agreement thich was 
signed on the 1311 January, 1911, the work of final 
survey beitv, Boon afterwards resolved upon. A French 
Conu ion iss formed in June 1911, and Liberia waa 
asked to nominate her representatives. Despite hi* 
appalling antecedents, Colonel Lnmnx was appointed 
Qhief Soaoilssioner, and duly accepted as suoh , and 
the Preach Commission reached Makona on the Pranco- 
Li’oeri n frontier in July 1911, the Liberian Govern- 
:,>nt r. >vin b *en advised weli in advance of that time 
in order thut '.or representatives should not detain 
the opei* itinus. The latter, however, now a tried 
ilu regret that * owing to uncontrollable ciruias lances" 
the Liberian* Commi* loner * had s -eon unable to leave 

l 

onrovia, Tne French Cos tin*ion were detained, 
oa tin border, therefor*, in couplets idleness, from 
the 20th July to tii* mi Idle of October wh *n Lomax 
presented himself; work was eottMttoed upop the 15th 
of tii<» foHofinc month. !*o sooner had it i egun 

than disturbances, believed to have been fomented 
by Lomax, became so threatening that, early in 1912, 
doe to thv oi,3 nt is factory attitude of the ^Iberian 
Government.the Co: is .ion * .;t dissolved. 

In 1 1-5 the Liber inn Government appeared to be 

desirous 

yitk , 

_ 
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deglrou-3 o** record! *tioinjT th»* fork, and the following 
ye r the Libert n Chan;* d 1 hi I’airea at Paria wan 
inforned by th» French Governnent >f its omipurrwBOw 

j| 

provided, ■ tvivcr, .'it t: • Lil-i’vvi Coi.r;iaf]iom>r« 
vould not, a-> in 1912, k *'»p t « I r»«ich representative* 
eternally editing. 

The French Comi.viion tnen p- ointerl under 
Lie ant Vi1latte, and,in *r 1913, the Liber¬ 

ian Government was advised of its arrival at Dakar, 
t e French vice-consul at Monrovia requesting that 
Ur L«e, the Liberian Chief Commissioner should pro¬ 
ceed to Freetown to meet hi* Frencn colleagues 
without delay. Two months passed. On the 19th 
February, 191V, the’Governor-General of French 
Senegal asked the Liberian Government why their 
Cpnmissioner r Lee had not joined the French 
representatives who had neon waiting For him since 
t;:e previous December, and expressed himself in 
tuunistikable language regarding tna extraordinary 

co-duct of both tne Liberian coverni'sent and its 

* 

corjidio inner in jo persistently retarding the pros¬ 
ecution of the *»ork. . !‘r Lee now chose this norent 
as opportune for tee demand of a considerable modi¬ 
fication of the trac£ completed in 1911, and consid¬ 
er abl o further 1 1 y reaultoo, Mr Lee, although 
serving vitii a con i • non whose business it was to 
fix the boundary in harmony with the agreement of 
1 11, persisting in causing the greatest trouble by 
constmtly and ignorantly protesting againBt points 
which had Ion. s^tled, and demanding rectifi¬ 

cations where complete agreement had already been 
reached. His obstruction, which it is thought must 

have 
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have had the support of the litertan Goveronent, 
continue 1 up to Ln° conth > July 1)14. In October 
of last year r bee protertled agairfat French occu¬ 
pation of territory of sore considerable extent, 
whioh wan also formally recognized as Frenoh by the 
agreement of 1911. New reprnnotations to tne 
Albertan Government FesultM in an assurance from 
the* that r Lee would be asked for a report, which, 
of course, has not been received. It waa at this 

point that the ranch Irfbaurty in London approached 
Hia Majesty 1 ; Government, dre* their attention to 
a situation vhich it »aa felt had become insupport¬ 
able, and asked them, in concert with faahi.igton, 
to impress upon Liberia tn* n«oecsity of fulfilling 
contractual en. fxf;oiaenta. The Liberian Government 
now, however, prof>as to bobble to pet into uch 
with, t .eir cor. iasioner, and thus, for the present, 
t?e r.'tter stands. eanwhile, whether the work of 
fixing t - * ! oun.uary line proj rentes or is at u stand- 
still nobooy appears to know, 

I have sketched the foregoing at note length 
in order to show how extraordinarily patient the 
branch authorities neem to 'iav«’ teen, a no how sing¬ 
ularly the Liberian Government has persisted in ob¬ 
structing the progress of the work of the Commission. 
A curious point, moreover, is that,almost without 
exception, the latter has proposed the undertaking 
of the work of frontier delimitation, but haa Invar¬ 
iably interposed, an our on cose during the 
Angio-Liberl n boundary delimitation, the moot 
exuoperating hinder inoec >.nd delays, That this 

ari-ie? fron a ohildish fear of loaa of territory, 

TV L- ‘ « 

I 




I think cwy t" taken as undoubted, and to this 
colour Is lent by the attitude of Mr Lop in persist¬ 
ently endeavouring - presumably under instruction - 
to rrateat against the provisional boundary agreed 
to in 1911. 

To t * ir ■it ition and coolness product by the 
fore, causes, nay bn added a feeling of consider¬ 
able annoyance which w< • created here in January 
last by the arrival of some newspaper cuttings 
from tJv> "New York Times* purporting to represent 
an article ffoa the French ’Annales Colonialea" which 
roundly charged tne Liberian Republic with giving 
aid - 11 # tnfernation to German orutsers. with ’send¬ 
ing armed bands to make incessant bloody incursions 
into French Juinea a-vi t. 1 Ivory 00031,* anl with 
serving as a supply base for commerce raidera on 
t.'.e South American Iras e routes. Having detailed 
| ' causations, t e article went on to say: 

•?he hour has come to finish with this phantasmagoria 
of a nation wedged into our African colonies. 3]iile 

tnis simian Sl it 0 did not mole it un we allowed her 

» 

to r< ,ain, but no* that she naa become a nuisance, 
let ua nettle, one* or all, witi our neighbours 
of Stears Leone, the status of the black Republic 
in accord'.nco ath our interests.* 

Thin, of course, wan merely the work of some 
intemperate portion who has allows 1 his views to be 
guide! by a BlmUlirly vivid imagiiutioit; but the 
affect it has had upon the relations between France 
and Liberia, in apite of an officii! disclaimer from 
Paris, is V'«ry marked, nod out, of all proportion to 
the importance of the publication. 

---— (c) Htn Germany.---- 
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The war-seems to have made but little differ¬ 
ence in th • feeliiu:a of Uberi ana towards Germany 
and towards Germans living in their midst. Broadly 
speaking, whilst Germany is Utruutel and f on rod, 
the nubject 1 ? of t' at n tion reaidin£ in Liberia arc 
enoouriget, by ev>ry conceivable wann, to eose the 
pr -’V ailing financial strain by v riou aethods to 
which the situation has given rise. Thus, in oases 
where goods are required to enable Germans to carry 
on their business. Liberim citizens rush to under- 
take in their ^>wn names the necessary indenting on 
Liverpool, transferrin*: tne shipments to th» German 
# firian on arrival, and receiving a valuable consider¬ 
ation for doing so in tie shape of a substantial 
oow.ia::ion. Similarly, native produce la exported 
to the Uniters Kinguon by Gerr. an in British ships 
under the conceal:.out of Liberian navies for a similar 
in’ uce ''nt. Therefor^, on tne whole.it in probable 
that never before have Liberians in considerable 
number , by doing covert business with Gormans which 
wan not previously op>n to th^r, r ide quite no uch 

'• i 'i .1 R <£ . f in 

in a given tine. In this way, whilst Germny and 
German Institutions are regarded by the negro with 
ri. trust and fven antipathy, individuals of that 
nationality are looker trpon as quite # tolerable and 
oven s"• lcoinr by reason of tfeir value in dollars and 
cents. 

Shortly b’for * the outbreak o, war, and during 
th * tiv.’* diich several nemb *rs of ti e Liberian hxeeu- 
tivo Gover. t passed in hirope, visits were made 
amongst oti.-r places to Berlin and Hamburg by the 
Liberian Secretary of State, At the former place 

he 
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ho was Jnrti'ly welcomed by the off totals t»f the 

§ 

il’.elmatrasse wno, heH.ied by iierr von Jagow, 
entertained h\i« at an official dinner, his views 
on the importance of still closer Germano-LIberian 
relations being rendered all the more fervent by a 
•pro ent* of f,100 which he received from a German 
firm in As this amount seemed insufficient 

for the propruuie which he nad in project, a ’loan" 
of * seoond -*.100 was rniseu from another Hamburg 
firm - both, of course, deeply interested in the 
Lib'rUn trin*. These facto were vouched for to me 
by the ..Secretary oi; State's travelling; companion, 
whose indignation, not at the transactions themselves, 
but at tne very decided refusal of tne former to 
share any portion of tnese auras with him was very 
real and unfeigned indeed. Heedless to say the 
head of tne Liberian Hint department returned to 
th > Republic perfectly enthusiastic at the rfc^lion 
h<* had received t and he might indeed have done much 
to popularise the name of Germany among his fellow 
citizens but for the m.connidered action of a Ham- 
burg firm in thoughtlessly taking advantage of tne 
«ar conditions to*seize and confiscate a considerable 
sum of money ftepoaiteri with it by a number of Liber¬ 
ian visiters for safe keeping, anti in herding .them 
back to >gl§n«t in . cattle-boat where they arrived 
practically penniless. This had the effect of 
considerably i na) >ring the enthusiasm which the 
Secretary pf State had succeeded in arousing, and 
of cav nant c fit upon Hamburg commer¬ 

cial methods generally. 

Th" number o' Gemnna resiling in this capital 

is 
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In about iO*. Thay .ir« a heavy source of anxiety to 
the Liberi n Govr-rmnent who realize somewhat pain¬ 
fully 1 t, In case of emergency or necessity, they 
ocarcply dispose of the force which would bo necess¬ 
ary to control then, ]'any are quite young :i««n 
attached to the wireless telegraph station, now dis¬ 
mantle.., which in situated close to tna French Sub- 
luarine cable offices. From. time to time the young 
Germate vary the nonotony of tnoir uneiq loyed leisure 
by tappin i mary rieseages with an unconnected 
transmit tiiv k«fy, to Uie coifct-u-n- tion of the very 
excitable French superintendent, who rushes with all 
haste to his Consulate and lays charges auainat the 
Germans of illicitly using their wireless install¬ 
ation. Those mischievous'practical joken have 
given ri.i» to -.uci ill-ferlini , and re-aot rather 
disadvantageously since, due to that-, the Liberian 
Government is now alow to taka action on receiving 
complaint. 

The reutsoha-Liberian (Woerrconn) Bank has been 
practically closed since the beginning o’ the war, 

and depositors, it is said, have neon in many Cases 

a 

unable to obtain th"ir money. This, at any r to, 
is the explanation given by tr.e Fostmaater-General 
for the non-payment of balances due to London and to 

Sierra Leone # on money-order account; but as .this’ 

■ 

official, whose post is purely an honorary one, was 
absent in London and pitta* places for several months 
last year, it is considered probable that the short¬ 
age in his department's funds ray have arisen from 
Other OiUSM, 

In 
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In a word, Germans in Liberia during the cent,in- 

uation o-’ tv* r will simply maintain tiiertelvep 

trw do as luunn business an they can, consolidating 

♦ 

and conoarviiit , i.i •».* f.r na pon ib »», tae advantage 
and ascendancy which tae past few years have brought 
thpn, They say quite openly, I am told, that what¬ 
ever may be the result of the European struggle, on 

its termination they will in ->dlately recover the 

1 

position the , .'orderly t el ] in Lit-erie both commerc¬ 
ially -aid in every other way, and that even though 

# i 

capital for the furtherance o-‘ their schemes of 
comr ercial predominance may for a tine be difficult 
to secure in Germany, no such difficulty will be 
e*peri -nce«i in obt lining it iti London or Liverpool* 
and thgs the future has no anxieties for then. | 
should not « t mil n>rf rioe ■ if tney ere ri>,ht. 

At present the chief - indeed the only - ueans 
of c<> ..liiuniontin 1 exiatiit. between Germany ana ...<>ura- 
vi« are afforded by the steirers m t.e ipaniah 
• Campania Transatlantics of “ treelona. These vessels 
aisonar e 1 rf? c ,r*:oei of ,t»r —. oods, provisions, 
and, V -re is every rear.on to i.«li-«ve, oontruoana of 
* r, uv a, 1 h.-.-e :lr .i; ^xircssed ti.e conviction, 

should ce fiten into Ji rrn L ■one i.-nd rigorously 

* 

searched. There is no difficulty in re-exporting 
from : 'onrovi• unntr-br.nd intended for use in the 
Camerooni. This cin be done bv the means afforded 
by a sufficiently conn odious sailing schooner con¬ 
trolled by a local German firm, and I hive reason 
to consider it probabl", aa I h *ve already informed 
the foreign ’ice,that herein lies a danger against 
which measures should be taken. 

U) 
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-,' •) V'ii.li tne United Utates.- 

or sou** years pu.-jt - ainc<*, indeed tne break¬ 
down of the British reform proposals of l%d-9 - 
Liberi . hes lo«ve to ti * . ii.p ft-tea /or holy, 
gui and counsel, but chiefly for help - prefer¬ 

ably financial help. This, although the United 
Stnten did not tike up any of the bonds wort i lentlwr 
ing, wao forthcoming In the shape of the 19Ui loan, 
a ! *.“.r saddled, as Liberians «oon painfully realised 
titn i. iny a istasteful and humilli ting conailioiuu 
At the end of 1914, therefor^, after two yenra of 

ft*/* 5L& fry ** 

by no means wholly harmonious/scaad the two 
countries <re now regarded etch other with feelings 
closely at in to nslrunt. This arises from tne 
t r. y realisation by - in ton, and ■. oubtless other 
American centres, that Liberia is by no means tne 
persecute. martyr which the report of tne American 
Conn .is "loner? 3*»nt over in ‘lay luy9 represented h«r 
to bo, -;n. bj Liberia t t tne United states expects 
clear fulfilment of obligations entered into. In a 
jjghxrd, America is beginnttp to see through the shifts 

and pretences of t ese crafty ne;roee, and the latter 

* 

realize that gradually they are being sounded to tne 
bottom and do not like it. 

^ * 

The American Minister cane to see me a few days 
ago on the subject of what he described with great 
accuracy as "Liberian Iniquities^ he informed me 
that he was leaving for the United States in a few 
days, and want tc.it, when h» rencheu Washington, 
there ahounl be no more pretence or .loneealment* lie 
added that, for none tine pa it, he had been engaged 
in collecting a number os* autliPitio ited cases oi’ what 

he 




h* nenoribe. , a r vin quit* correctlj, a& "unthinkable 
abuses' commit!.... cy various branches of the Execu¬ 
tive Government, eBpr-ev lly 1 « Jhidieiary, and even 
asVeel me to add, from my own knowledge of such things 
to the collection ho hid formed, I was naturally 
careful not to do .'to, but aa the Miniate* war. ,«1 to 
hi; -abject, almost sheading tears in his vehemence, 
he finally cast restraint to the winds and demti tided 
to »• told,why Great Britain or France allowed the 
continuation of this awful fraud on the face of the 
African non t. 'hjf these t*o treat countries did 
not te -r in ro . nf.. branch *a noiaone seed which n,j 

literally asking for extermination, r Disclaiming 

* 

all knowledge alike of the motives or intentions of 
our french h 1 i•*.;, i could not, however, refrain from 
aakinj. tne inioter thy the United States, in all 

•' * 

the years thrt had pa toed since lr*r xreed slaves 
were fir.it established here oy private benevolence, 
hni : o persist* tly, by tier,l >ct of her direct reapons 
Utility, contribute , to the oondilions of which he 
• had so ^loqU’Uitly coi vl ineu. Hin reply was tnat 
'America did not car* a cent* and would, he felt sure 
be relieved beyond expression if she could find 
means to get rid of the wnole Liberian question. 

I o not know, of course, whether ti.e Minister 
faithfully reflected the views of his Government, 

but his imU; ration was so extremely uhfeigned, and 

» 

the nope he expressed for tee regeneration of the 
Ne,;ro 'lepublic . under huroponn guidance so fervent 
that I felt almost in spite of myaelf, compelled 
to attaoh more importance to his words than other¬ 
wise I should perhaps h»ve dpn*-*, 

f. JIf SES ? fISr ,{ P >&: ■ ■ • 
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Th*r c ir be HUl» doubt, I think, that the 
1 

United f?t ites : - 'Vgrmaent, than In 1910 intervention 
in Liberin afi was resolved upon, tare far from 
intending to aeauue anythin*; in the nature of great 
responsibilities» What thay did in effeot was to 
make <?ert: in business! recommendations to a banking 
association th»t the letter should consider the 
propriety or desirability of coning financially to 
Liberia's aid with a view to or a Ye ir^ being re- 

'« * 2 *' 1 • ’.* ;• v t *'<* 

arranged. It amounted to a reconstruction, nothing 
more, and no formal guarantee was given for the ful- 
filrent of Liberia's oblijation. It fleets clear, 
therefore, th t the United States, from the very 
outset, knew exactly hnv far she was prepared to 
o,and it nov retina to be ie<*n to what extent, 
in the present interruption in the flow of assigned 
revenue, Washington will se.> its way to lend a help- 
in. 1 ; hand. I am of opinion that the Unite.' States 
Treasury will no ranee a single dollar, and only 
with the utnoflt pressure u ai unwillingness will 
the Americ overnment increase their responsible 
itiea relating to tie generil internal administra¬ 
tion of this country. 

But looking, at th*’ otn*»r*airle of ti.<* question, 

■> I 

Liberian feelings in relation to tho United States 
r«ae bio thos* v a person who ha a pot far 1 »na than 
was barg . or. Liberia wanted direct trade with 

New York and Boston by means of American steamers, to 
the ill oat complete exclusion O'* 'crop", and, most 
of all, the •uiteblinhcient of an American cooling 
station on \er a mists, and the permanent presence of 
an American war-ship in her harbours. In February 

last 
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last, aou< ight hope aroused locally by the 
arrival Of a 8iu.il Unite.! States schooner dir eat 
froKi faston , which came la with OPraent and 
tobacco. She occupied 49 days on the voyage, and 
renche ? onmvta in a somewhat batt«re,-,. condition 
intending to exchange her cargo for two coineditiej 
which ire probaoly those lea.it obtainable, nsuu'iy 
ivory ©id rubber* This enterprise, or experiment, 

’, - vU : »•- - < * 

•'hi :h * >i a private v nture ended in complete fail¬ 
ure wr:d 415 )t 1 i» e ] y to be repe ated . 

ith the Ame'Maan General Receiver of Customs 
and hi unci 1 adviser oreatei under the provisions 
of t 12 refunding loan agreement, as with the 
Tif’C.-ivn’ahi as a body, the Liberian Government is 

* 

always v t . . fhese relate chief- 

ljr to tne interpretation of portions of the loan 
a,.ree ,ont, the teruc of which the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment constantly endeavour to evade. £ith a view to 
over-riding certain decisions of the Receivership, 
t e Secretary o the rearury was sent to Washington 
last yeir for the purpose of conferring with the 
unite Rtatea Government, and I fear in one important 
particular his mission wan successful, namely in 
obtaining for the mr Do. artment the power to make 
disbursements on'behalf of tne Liberian Frontier 
Force amounting to con-thin, like >120,000 a y^ar 

e 

which had previously been quite an.fel exercise;! by 
the ■oeiver3hip. In any case, returning; to the 
r -Lationu bet •>- , the iov*rJU3*nt a.vl tl.e deceiver- 
3hip. Preaid '.at de.-ard fluid to iu« th<* other day that 
the latter body seemed bent upon creating "a govern- 
i*:it within a government,“ and how it tea all to end 
for the life op him h« could not a«e. This view of 

the 



the functions which the Reo«iversMp is so usefully 
and*cou ously dlschargl? W« is perhaps not to 
bo won.'?orod at. The Liberia* Covemaoat look 

i 

upon it aa an awkward chock upon tholr 
natural propensities, and jealousy of its power;; is 
rapidly giving glace to ro il ■ - tod dislike, 

fhe Aiioric? i 5tor ite.itdnit, w) o j juat 

' E*t for Washington, ia perhaps on« of tho root un- 

« 

popular personality** in this capital. In appear- 
:}.nc», p,sni«ra, -vy] ha'its, ho is cor la inly by no 
moans prepossessing, but his of fence in Liberian 
estimation lies in the fact that, with unexpected 
ahrewdness,, he has always discouraged the aspirations 
of Liberians in the direction of closer relations 
.ill the Unit-’ Hates to 11 prejudice-of those with 
Burope, Hi • re-sons are probably to i e found in 

His re irks to me which I have quoted above. 

On i ■■ •;, ol -, • eref0 • , v ii felt th t V erica 
is fur ’’os regarding ■her aiv 11 brunette a inter* as 
Liberia?!:) ■'’light to call the 'hvrro Republic, with 
that full measure of affectionate solicitude ao 
ujfetintiugly accorded in families therein full 

confidence reigns, and, dimly conscious perhaps of 

& 

the re -on;) fitch hove produces this feeling of mis- 
trust, disappointment seems to be rapidly tnrnir.- 
to a onliness which may before lorn: be auoceefed 
by almost oot'pl'*te estrangement. ! o unimportant 
factor in tie awakening of this feeling taa the 
unmistakable manner in which the loan bankers prompt¬ 
ly tlecltne- to ooi..e to t e snii-ttanoe of the Republic 
in the unexampled period of stress which began to 
lake itself felt ii the month of Kovenber laat, with 

the 
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the result that payment of interest upon the loan 

sas ed, ■ 1 1 nation ensued in the 

conduct of business in V ;0 ic departments. Met- 
sithstandintf fch* fact -that A era sere Germans t 

(!faaare. , Lneb, and Company) the fact that they 
had been denial financial support in tha Unit^I 
States was a reflection vhich filled Liboriana with 
disappoint. «nt and bittarnaaa. 

- ' p ) 0 L jtn;:; ilece iverSll ip , - 

Finance. 

The various inaeti oi' the Customs Receivership 
duriii/ 1:1': iiuva t -< j n unpro iudtV" of any raaulta of 
primary importance* Reoomraendntiona war* laid by 
this body bofora tho I ro at ita last ordinary 

sitting for the enactment of (1) an adequate quaran¬ 
tine law, (2) for the passing of a meanufa to facil¬ 
itate a revision of tiie p Pre*» Goods List* of the 
Customs X trif , and (d) for i reduction of the export 
duty on rubber. It is v llftcant of the feeling 
o+‘ the Lep- tture towards the Receivership that not 
om* # or thea<* pro) osels w is assented to. 

irly in Arril ifl, muc) friction between the 
Government and the Receivership resulted from the 

> ~f : * 

method of payment of the Liberian Frontier Force, 
to which inoident I have briefly referred under the 
heading of ’Relations with the United States.* Up 
to that time t n paid by the Receiver¬ 

ship irect, situ t. h .e result Utut t.-e whole ox the 
pay an: ration: due to tl ei found it3 way into the 
i ; ponso ?ion. At the time * tinned* however, 
in the abs*nc i the heads of the Executive Govern¬ 
ment («ho nevertheless approved of the steps taken), 
the Secretary for bir eudh nly oomnded tne rirht 








(n) 

* 

to handle th* v*\y of tho %r 8, a; ill i |)Qin i 

thinK lik* * JO a yaar. Th« aotinf? G^nwal 
R*o*iyftr &#© to allt tft t *hor^nvon ^ for- 

to sign t -sheets, *au:? a dead-lock 

pusup 1 . To add to # t).* difficulty of the position, 
the men, receiving no pay for aev* . ( t, threat* 

onocl to mutiny caunin, ,;re ;t popular uneasiness and 
sppwhshsiftfi, In spite of nIron/? — almost person— 
tory - instructions fr< United States GoverniaiSnt 
communicated by their Location in ’onrovia that 
th * system theretofore prevailing should continue, 
the Libe Government proved obdurate, and insist- 
o.. upon its Treasury an.-] r "department for'iin/? the 
channels for the pm,out of the troops, a view which 
tn - Receivership w . i at lett,;t; ootpellod to accept, 
ml which 1 '-i nos been po:«oo into la* by, a Joint 
Rmolution of the Legislature. The ooByetenoo of 
the 'Tar T ‘ >pnrtment may be estimated rerhnpn from the 
fact that the Secretary for War is an elderly, very 
obese and indolent, wholly un ins true ted, and linspeak— 
!l h fy dirty farmer living none ilea up t- e it Paul 
l iver. lie tu well known to be heavily in debt to 
various German merchants here, and hia property is 
Understood to be heavily mort . It in • ult 
to im,'i t r ->f oi ■, th' t 1 i iore d.viperous stop 
conl.i hfve K* - > t -.Vei- than to pl-ce no largo a sum 
of coney in .inch -ida a» theie. Certain r.o-c Ued 
safe-guards have, I understand, been Insisted upon, 
but in t: e efficacy of tneae there cai b« little 
confluence, a.-td, in my jud. ent, the om-nge is one 
vhich hau cany aeriou.i objections. 

In nd.Mtion to difficulties from without, .during 

the past year the Receive?nhip t il~Ui ■ .imrr..r ha3 

<* 

suffered 






( ??. ) 

J* t 

suf^ara.i tn no » «Tt«nt from iniarnnl friction and 
diesansinn. Thaaa have in adna considarsbla d n too 

o a us ad by tSso sudrtan assumption by tha Canara! 

* i'T w- 

H«c*iv->r of an nxtrnordinary rtttttuda towards his 
collai.r’uar repras*»*ins Ur<»'' Hrvtain, Franc*, ••uf) 
liemnny, Thase ha ins is tad upon ragnrdinfC as sub- . 
or;:in"taa, a position, in U.-ir via*. by no naans 
oontaihplatad by tha loan npra<-- • ,t, ana, more narinus 
still. ha insisted upon axaroising hia pow*rn of 
chairman of maatirkRS to block thnaa Motions of tha 
Raoaivara. '’it! which h« was not in afraaiaont by 
daclinin. to allow t or, to la vo‘,"d upon, Prntasts 
taro formulstad and rapraaantations nsda, but up to 
tha prao'-nt tin* tha attar bao t »'>n by no manna 
■ jfaotorily srttla* . Tha work of tha Racatvar- 
ship, howavar, not with stand in/r than a r-. rattnbla end 
unflacas.iar' incidents, haa i-aan conoucta on tna 
fho 1 a iti smoothness; but it would no loruar ba 
poaoibl to >,iy t t tha har.ior.. which diatinffuiahsd 
its aarliar labours still wholly survived. 

Tha ava.’tts succeeding tha nteappaarnnca from 
tha i.ihari n Coasts of Carman ships and shipping in 

t 

August la^t, tmd notably tna nlartninp shrinkage in 
ravanua which immediately ensued, made tha work of 
tha Receivership puny times more difficult and 
responsible than it had baan \ revtousty. It became 
avid ant 1) i 1 1.. f n i linn snip■ f 11 i ' ~ ~ ’ imnadinta 

measure of monetary assistance, tha resources of 

count oo l «nt to me obligations, 

nor could tha various ^apartments continue 

to work no Uy tn tha absence of funis to pay tha 
i lories of tb<* vnrtouo o ' icirils. Propoeals wars 
therefore, unanimously mada by tna Raceivarship to 

tha 







( o-’ ) 




th* ’ itiov 1 Oil; I : -j ik oi i' ><i*; (th* fiscal .. ,*nts 
to the 1 i 1 ■ ' r<*....riing r*mfdial measures, 

l ’• ••’ of t..** representations , it was point- 
a:l out % % .line* July 1014 th* monthly revenue 

avail bl<* for the purj.-o.ia:> of th? Receiv*rship had 
fallen from £46,0y0 (f.9,000), the normal amount of 
tha monthly (Sol loot ion, to but little more than 

$<>,OuO izl,QU) in August• fh# monthly disburse- 

# 

manta under the 1914 bi apounted to about 040*000 

(.-.d,000), and -these, by the exerciap of rigid 

acouoi.y, in vie# of th* ertsifl, were reduced to 

11,000 (-si?,200) — exclusive, of course, of 

the monthly loan interest amounting to 08,600 equal 

to .-1,7 . To enable thin to be done, official 

salaries were reduce., by half, and a large number 

of officials granted unlimited unpaid leave, Tn« 

fiscal : :*nv, to#ev«r, Wt* Qntabl* to aee their 

way to afford a i> monetary as tst^ioe, a decision 

* 

which seene-.i rith‘*r surprising in the light of the 

following: figures. Th* Liberi n Odd .Refunding Loan 

of 1'91 aaoun . 1,70u ■ . or roughly -;340,000. 

* 

Up to the late of tv Receivership's ap s e 1 to the 
fisc il ■ t.j, codas to tv value oi* $l,f>5d,Q0Q only 
had been placed upon tru» mar* «t, leaving a bslince 
sarvicaaale ;.s security for such an accent odation, 

: Mi 

of Z 14 , or about ^28,000, Had th« flsaal agents 
a* *n their * y to acquiesoe in the fishes expressed 
by t; 1 Receiver.ill ip, therefore, and, on the security 
o tv I iv . till in t ; »ir poo * ion, -fa i i— 
monthly payment to Liberia to augment the small amount 
of r *v f»ue r r: limn/, to * situation soul.* have been 
vastly i proved, and the i rest upon the loan, near¬ 
ly *143,000 of »htoh is in the hands of British 


investors 







investor", »c*iil h-ive b^n July not• The result 
:in ; b^en, in Li 1 >ri \, the upre ' of poverty, an’ 
the. open and violent express ion of yreot discontent. 
Qnhf \ ily, such were the relations between the 
OoxerT "M and the Receivership, instead of every 
effort b -in; •: > by the fVivi*r, by the pool in;-: of 
all class** of y overn: *nt inoone with a view to 
the maintenance of th • or *«lit of.the country, they 
to support the latter \iih one dollar of 
such v ■7 ,i iwi i * "3 inter 1 sources i^ight, to some 
sain 11 extent, have provid , t e result that 

in December last interest payments on the loan 
oould not e mode. 

Prom the outbreak of r-r to the end of March 

the receipts of assigned revenue* instead, of 

a fairly regular £9,000 per month*ho ' ound 

f i • i, 1 ' >1 ! o■!: 

1914* July £ 10,000 
August ;,000 

tr. ,oC0 

r* i,t;oo 

Jiovr. ,000 

peer, -1,000 

1'15 ,TS‘ . ,000 

Fety. 3,200 

March ,000 

The total amounts of eari^nai revenue collected in 
year! 1913 jud 1914 were £97*115, and £7l,Ud2, 
the litter oviru suffered t ^ loan consequent upon 

five months of war. 

Turaim; to the raea. i t iinanoe 

ij.icli av • ilJ t;.ut it is in. tote to present, during 
the half ended June both, 1914, the collection 

of unsigned r'V-m e amounted in round figures to 
,,51,!.00, wnti?t ti'St for t oorr-uipondin* period of 

Jt| _ ’ 

i Id totalled £50,200, increase exceed! 1,400* 
ho sooner, however, had the Executive Government 



congratulated 
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con'Trutulated themselves upon t-.e brightness of the 
outlook, th .n events in furore once more plumed 
the country into rovert / and rW mlt. The financial 
position, is tie pres id >r.t it to. in In a address to 


t ■ I . 1 is tint . ort of desperate, and 

the country moat anticipate* . war should prove 


n pro longer] one, an empty Treasury -ilhout any sort 
of upon phi^n to full ook. 

In these circu taiic*3 th-* Heceivership rightly 

k ^ 

i 

i 

and unanimously rasolyed that the preparation of 

» 

estimates for tho current year 1 .; expenditure was 
tirely irnpr ble; it vao, therefore, imposs¬ 
ible for the Legiolnture, in or last, to Hake 

any provision by appropriation for administrative 
nee.ia of any kind. Time, as it will be hopeless 
to meet even approximately charges arising under 
th- i st bn b et, rigid economy is being practiced, 

is F have described , to enable t « most necessary 

-’mong then to be partially met. 

ifith i view in some 3 ort to alleviate the 
present distress, a special meeting of the Legisla¬ 
ture vas called last month primarily for the consider- 

# i 

atton of remedial measures, and an •Emergency Helief 

fund Act*, intended to raise revenue towards the pay¬ 
ment of a portion of the expenses of administration. 

I 

was passed. It is intended that this act shall 

remain in force until four months after the ternin- 

atter of the war. The not i.i, to all intents and 
purposes, a 31 ■ Act, and pr i '»a for the affix- 

in of .it'u. pa to various doourents used in tee 
postal «nd customs services representing a sum 
eip' *1 to 20 per cent , of tne import duties assessed 
upon goods to which they r -iVr. Through its 

instrumentality 


_ 



# 


instrumentality it in helped t.o raise about -tftUO p*r 
month to be devote to the payment of the salaries 

of officials upon a baa la of proportion. 

1 

It seei.? to m**, hosever.putting aside for a 
moment the actual needs of 1.4* adhtniatration, which 
rithout ion are urgent and prer, , that 

legislation having in view the addition of even an 
"‘Imergency P *Iief Fund '^ot* to existing customs 

duties, amount* to neither nor?* nor leas tr.an an 

* . 

attempt ■■■"** use of t* e recognized sources of 

* i k *1 ' ^ 

aa.signed revenue for purposes other than those for 
which they *-»r* ori in 11 v intended* Inere can be 
no question, in y pKin^nt, t .at bond-holders will 
looh with ;'favour upon thin act, and it reera to 
me that they till hoy* reason on their side. If 

I 

my increase in designed rovonr * 1 : be brought 

about by amendments of thisfe*scr , benefit to 

the Government would, as a matter of course, follow; 
but ir such a c ** an this, I am of opinion that 
the adoption of itaisuros arbitrarily and radically 
increasing the taxation of la for objects apart 
from the puUponaa o< the loan for^iS a precedent which 
is as d anger nuo as it is die quiet in; . Such steps 
an these cannot augment the volume 0 , imports and 
exports, and iay very e.»aiiy eubutai tinlly decrease 
t>em;^moreover, by bringing revenue into th« Treasury 
from customs source* instead bf into the hands of 
the Receivership, tht seourit bond-holders 

voul ’ See- to be in no snail degree imperilled, If 
it in sou,- if to tnor«ao<* revenue, this should be ■ 
done by the adoption of proper and judicious amend- 
rienta, on 5 not by emi of blundering act sttah as 

that 












pa:w rcl, which* can only have the nffeot • 
even If it be not regarded with open ciiof;-vour - of 
weak or. In.', the never very exuberant amount of confid¬ 
ence manifested in the past in this country’s aecur- 
iti<v., 

III - Internal Affairs. 

(a) Politico. 







lir Howard io about to complete hid firdt tern 
of office as President, and ho and- Hr daruon the 
Vioe-Preaid «nt have both boon no. .mated for, and 
will doubtIon a shortly bo -leota to, a second 
p ,AV; or joi vioo, fhi • choice i; one upon which, 
upon the whole, the Republic is to be congratulated* 
as these two non are, , *i .nmstanoefl, as good 

a choice, I think, us could well have been made. 

At the nor.i . tior., , ieli torflr 1 c<* in January, they 

wore practically unanimously chosen. r Doaaen, 
the present Chief Justio*y v « id been Vice-Presi¬ 
dent in tlo 1 previous ftarolny administration, and 
vnose name had been «enti< as a | « opponent, 

haa evidently found hi.; present employment, combined 
with ooapany-prom.tmg .more lucrative than another 
doubtful bid for o. tc*> wool., have been. President 
Uoj , -it >li his rugged i Miners, doubti'ul 
political an.* ot r morality, hi s ut least this 
savin,; grade, he is a man of his word, and that word 
o.ic * ,'1.» nod u-rj .»* r«H*M on. He in, I believe, 
well disposeu towards t'reat Britain, whilst his 
relations with mo have always be *n in tf.e highest 
d roe harmonious and cordial. Above all he is a 
man »ho;<* mind da usually open t\ mprejudicerl. 
Honesty in Liberia, who tier it be of tue political 
or common variety, fch a plant whose roots do not 

penetrae 



penetrate wy deeply into the anil mi’ the Liber¬ 
ian politiorl nr social f’>r\c, but, in apite of 
t it, I m inclin o think tint, in co,.; ri.um 
»ith hia cont iriea, Kr Etc* «■<! poaaeaaes no 
little sense of the obligations which it 1 'sen, 
errf I im a utiafi*d tnnt th-re are few if any who 
•„*ould import into the discharge of his presidential 
duties bore of oonacv ness than ho, The 

influence of the Vice-President upon the course of 
current eventn is small-, and . r Hi n ia a man who, 
although i■ oleeapd of an liable tlio] coition, is not 
endowed with very striking Intel leu tu .1 or adminis¬ 
trative capacity* I do not look for any chan/ret 
in the cabinet. The Searetsry of State, Str *im , 
i- p ran o'"'no little inteUi once of a kind, but • 
la imbued with the unshakable opinion that diplomat¬ 
ic ability i» innistir-mioh-ole fro;-; r form of lor 
cunning which, in foutn Africa, has come to be 
very suggestively an ! »tiitnhly c lied “sliMness." 

H« in a r -?n between » •. *s • ford mu whose bond there 
ia ■ ,:r«'-t .;uIf ftxe-j, and, in t v» cmira* of negn- 

l 

lattonsw require* unremitting watchfulness and the 

/fl 

greater,! anr*. r j of the f.tecu- 

tiv> Govern- t are ■* o ;e o>. tractors call for 
little in the way of cc t, and certainly nothing 
of praiaa; th*y ii t or proas If 

dt:ino!i^3l t dui uauilij both. 

-—-— (b) Pr idinfta'of tno Lo^ielatur*.- 

Thi» Sppt»*[ib«*r S* ion or th* thirty-socood 

'*!# 

W;i*l*tur* cam* to on mid without exuibttinfc ony 
t>atur* of airikiox lipc^tane#; tho Uowing my 
porhapa op r..oation u a amoiv, to which nor* 3 

tnan orriin x s BigQtftosuiC# ray bo found to at l rich: 



U») 

c 

1, An Act forbidding the Secretary of the Interior 
and all Native African : 'intriot Carmine toners In towns 
and village* fro© Claiming Pans other than thos# 
Provided oy Law. 

The } - ■ vig of iris to* «nows with sufficient 
*arneaa the need which ex for it* The no- 

* 1 ' J * 4 ‘ 

'called’district Coiuaisaio >n who have al¬ 

ways ground the face- of the natives in vhdee nidat 
they Have lived in so f?r aa the red; have robbed 
!::«• » (in, it is J• v , not aelf.ni. soli them without 

* r L H „*• * 9 I* A * ^tr, 

the Cmellnt- fear of retr L wi or inhment. Of 

o ■ and the un¬ 

speakable -Cortper; but whilst discovery eerie upnr 
tr. ■*:•» oy / a v.e proximity of t ur lsat 

iniqiiitou i sxploita to the British bord »r. one 
JuUd or to think of tie aliuei ■ .•<•1;. committed 
ev>»a tod • iiy io;i of tlie*v kind waoge . ■•edi remin 
hidden from the k -o# ledge \ in the forests of 

to® far i iterior. I o not consider t"nt upon 
rip the enactment quote,: w\\ 1 -.w a mall eat 

deterring el •. it in a measure which has no reel 
uignific . o-, *ri out- rd .ii, u L -1 tie* government 
disapproves - even if-t t oe the case - of what 
it |s ■powerleaa to prevents a mere sop to American 
r.ii8.iion.ari*i. ait i. • »n -'ill continue to be, 
and the wretched —, ' ====*****» nnffer 

ilia melancholy mar tin::, until rad to. i changes tnl-e 
pi • i . , I . , , 1. ■> m t* •* rower 

Of Li Ji"/--• . .1 t 1 -'ll .:e is titi’ted to 

initiate. 

An Act iuti’.’oriaicn. t /.fj iutmrt t of o belief 
Committee. 

fun CO- : itt*e duly' 2; t ana ‘ixert the prices 
of food-stuff -i and n«cennri a n, not, one of which has 

been 




* 







. . ■ ; *.-hil»t not tl isallest s.tep has 

b<*<»n' t-ii iifi to apply the- prescribed penalty in any 
3 W; i-t case. 

3. Joint Resolution directiTig hot t i*ay of the 
Front tor force shall be Ft. - v-iMo.i. 

-Thin rionouro has been sufficiently discussed 
*ls«»h rt re. 

4. An Act granting to richer 1 Irnwn tin* Bight to. 
donstrue . a Li. .t ii- j . et/r *n Fuyne: 7 -l 11<» am the 
Hoad t'atere of t « Junh River, 

’his is unworthy of cos. out, unless 'ro*n 
poacesn means to ciiBpoje of his rit i ts at a time 
when T should consider them unmarketable at any price. 

An Act - overAing the Interior 

IJeparjtBf a t. 

# 

The division .of too country into districts, and 
t f 1 lr pointt of travelling con: i i.i uvr ■, as also 
t 5 'Mt ).* can:-' , ir • .11 ;..e ; r >3 m great 

ai..i .'ar-r • c .a import: ;oe; but nobody possessing an 
tatuxto knowledge of Liberians or Liber a. m methods 
could ever be indu> .o believe that tm* promises of 
this ..enactment will ever be c rraed out either in 
.thole or in fart, except peril ii a near th« Anglo- 
Liberian, boundary, shore it sill be eternally flourish¬ 
ed and cited as an iiicontrovert proof o ’ess. 

In the first place, nee less to say, there are no 
funds to pay trm cant of these very excellent .. -pos¬ 
it ions , j, .* lot - a unert diitonoe ‘run the count the 
collection of internal revenue ceasea. hot is now 
g*-tl.er«d in bareIt pays ti e coat of collection, and 
at rre :ent tin enure** of reveille .due to tie large 


.ii..:.-i-.j <>..• a tor**.! ol-'sed to save licences, is re need 


aliiOfit to vaninning point. 


«n Act creating a 3urefiu of Internal raphy 

to 










(a) 

to be connect • ; > controlled by tue Genera 1 Post 
Office. 

, • • 

• to i.ioot m«c»o - ;>,• it* i' will r j i in in suspense 

pending’th** continuation i t ■ mr, whereupon, if 

and whan fund* are aval the order for the 

necieasar,’ jiiiter ill will no r >ui>t be b-stowed upon 

n • •*:•,,■■. fir a tn return for proportionate nribes f 

or heavy seer t cbm.caions which amount to the gars 

i • j£ m ’ T" ■ . «*v»* 

thing* 

7, An Act granting fr.o ; &-■ -ennt the Right of 

i,. vritorial Patera o- pub¬ 

lic. 

It i"- greatly to bo hoped that ’r Sergeant has 

not parted wil 1 deposit of $$,000. 

It would admire i:, bo the last he would bo likely to 

see of it if it passed into t •» Treasury at this 

period of t::o country’a in itory. 

Joint ’’-solution reiatin; to th«* stooruitR*nt of 

»n t e Republic iberia. 

Thin enactment ten to *, • n, re-aaenl e.’lm rat¬ 
ed between tie Spanish and Liberian Governments in 

• .r, copies of which I forward* 

f *• r 

eu to the oi'oign Ox' 1 ice in been tuber and January,, 
and apparently provides that', for the present at any 

rate, recruitment my on!.: tal e ; lace in the two pop- 

* » % 

ulouc couiitw u'-ntiotiod for tho^panish Is 1 :nda in 

the Gulf of Guinea. This act in certainly a step ■ 

in tho rvhit direction’, in an much us it holds out 

a one possibility, ho pv. a* fait. that the labourers 

tuy hi* their hot u o . lin. Rut, as in all t. ese 

tsa3, the fulfilment of its pr ri ions d ;s 

entirely upon t-.e character of the officials to whose 

hands it a observance is entru'ted-. 

3, A a Act a,.'*ti'in,, sever ill existing Acta relating 
to the Internal Rev •,hi « of the Republic of Liberia. 

This 

v . './ ; Ah G- : ‘s V. • 4k tail l ‘".’x -M * - 4 ?• 


« 
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this oontains an outline of the dtttieft of 
corr i 'niorv’pn nut cert ! t i c<>\ - .••c'-ors t«» be appointed 
in th« future, iti7< cy of whose 

securities is such that it ir fairly sofa to afty 
that tp t difficulty will be found in obtaining 
suitable persons to fill these la portions. 

faction }* lontiin t ia u» p ; iio *to>;j which seem 
in t ■ ;t : i ?t--iia-\5, ox ! *n ly hu . I suppose, 
in :-o f r a tn» few foreign op ipnnies affooted by 
tr oj-* aro concerned, theoe nrm f r tieir capital and 

I - 9 " . 

activities to t • c-ogntjry. \n t:;o expectation of 
re-llzin,: lar v pro. its t/i n troy would oluowhoro 

f 

an<i aro no doubt prepared, for certain inconveniences 
in tii" shape of high taxation; bn* tlje tax upon the 
alien artisan is direct 'd ap tnrt ti e vry ■numerous 
body of ifeiaona, cnrpent<*r«, conk*, , o:/>; tie servants 

* 

fV'norr-v- n*v ot < r , • riti • *. v ;■••:>. from tf;o Sierra 

L*on» and Cold Coast Colonies, whose 1 airy and 
o iliVi In ive tredea j,i; . ,nfl are 

far too indolent to emulate, oven if it »ere not 
constdered beneath ti.eir ity to be e»ploysd la 
such pursuits. 

■ '?ho T> i tag enactments of the Legislature are 
o: only loo;! 1 interest, 

--(o) The ju iioinry,- 

.'his i r *ui:; of t * . h i i tr txon consists of 
a Chief Justice and three Associate Justices iho form 
t ■ otirre ;« Court, -..•in i mi her of i..norr.;r; Circuit 
Court judp'^i and sogistrates rhoae tnovlelge of las 
i* ' iu: itior: if »jtcee in >1 n*. ..iit j*u;~ 

inf th«30 latter lie, very rarely perhaps in tiie 
course of its checkered history has the Cuprame Court 
found itself Bore ineffective, less independent, or 


more 








U') 



*lrle.ialy -in the hand votio .lical 

" vj. ’3 .• in •• :rti (Vr. in t,v ••• >rl is 1.he 
tnfluene *boas-rule* wort* heavily felt than in 
Liberia* The entire puli of the country, as soli 
a3 the 4ppoi])ta«nt of individuals to high off too, is 
in ttr* undisputed control of a si:,all but powerful 
'Cg.- :'i l , I'.v o : | v’.l'.t.V; O I-, ;>*' COUPS# 

erinusly threatened by the existence of a aapabls 
and independent judiciary* In the course of %iiia 
I ’1 n t 'nr 1 li r. ’:J h** n trrown upon tin* . era anility 
pursuits of Chie ice, Doaeen* Hi >1 leagues 
on the bench are a on of precisely tie sage character 
nth one exception. On pn 5 ., of the /eta passed 
'ey the legislature at its Inal ion, nil be found 
one removing from the Supreme Court Associate Juatics 
McCanta. .'teaart. This m/m is certainly the nost 


capable ai independent judge at present serving on 
th" be- ch. He vis n-joveri at a moment's notice for 
no of 2 "»ce charged or reason assigned, except that, 
as he learned subsequently* he was too independent. 


and hi?, post was canted by Senator S.Hosa, one of ths 

most powerful of the political * lyases* for an'indi- 

1 praotic 1 ly without legal knowledge or '*xper- 

ienCe. but who. i i 'en the required undertakings* 

* ■' 

his nan Hoes practical!. -es Liberian political 

li. . .*■ Uvtiu pe ero it, and hits a phi Id 

living the offspring of incestuous intercourse wi' 
his :j Sister* On Associate Justice Stewart baking 
inqui’iec, sft *r receiving t-■* President's citation 
of rer.ov 1 fro-, o is*, he discovered that the J-iint 
resolution in ti.e Legislature dvr*cting his rei ovnl 


hid not been voted by the prescribed number of i.-‘,ar>rd 


I 



(•*} 


and , in «.j ition.tr at ts> \ ■•v' on fcl.o t. 3 to ouccoeu 
to liIs vacant aeni *a? on*’ of those *ho had votea 

e, t t- ;: < ii, returned the President'* 
citation which ho instated in tr tinf, as a nullity, 
n.:ti u«'cii. «’ to o- roved fro.-: i :U position in which 
M atili row tr,d. $te- rt i* an American by birth, 
and is a neither of the He* York Bar. . It hao bn an 
eavI tint ov in, to hi.* pv n/ence on th-' bench in 
Liberia, politicians have found themselves unable to 
handle the Supre: irt, and...a It hough no doubt he 

0 "" . - - f - * ' ■ , , 

•ill have to o in the end, it will not be without a 
severe struggle which vill-probably $eact lust the 
influences which have worked against'hita* 

Such is the condition of the Supreue Court of 
the Republic of Liberia, not one of »hbne ra rs 
will short 1 eas .the necessary. training, eorapet- 

a - * ^ *- . 

ency, knowledge or honesty which have coup to be 
regarded in ot 1 - r countrtea a» inn r r 1 le iroi. posts 
of such r ibility and honour. It haa been said 
in t -■ past, with p-rfect truth, t: t justice was 
unobtainable in Liberia, and • ltr.ouch the fiupre 
Court falls fnr short at pre ot * it should be, 
a ti;'.e in clone at has* 5 men it ill h-ve i'all«n back 
to i condition ac bad. no, if not wor ie ti.nn, the 
depths which it had reached in the years preceding 
the half-forgotten British demand* for ref on . 

-( -i ) The fiatives .- 

The year l> 14 saw slightly fewer of t;.o not 
infrequent native wnrr *nl risi » against Liberian 
authority which have taken plaoe in \ r^vious years, 

Tht i hoc been due in a re ^ ae.- ure to the tact and 
moderation exercised by the Arcepioan officers in 

charge 







charge of the Liberian Frontier Force who, on more 

li 

than one occasion, not unaccompanied by personal 
rick, have succeeded in settling amicably disputes 
which had every appearance of leading to most serious 
results. About ti e end of 1914 a very threatening 
rising took place among the Kroo people at Niffoo, 
details of which have only recently become known. 

It appears that some time ago, due to the efforts 
and persuasion of the British Receiver of Liberian 
Customs, r H.Bharpe, the assent of certain import¬ 
ant Kroo chiefs to the establishment of Custom Houses 
and the erection of other buildings within their 
territories had been obtained, the consideration 

being a small annual payment or subsidy. This 

* - 

subsidy the Liberian Government, which had sanctioned 
it, could not be induced to pay, and after tho expi¬ 
ration of a year, during which the chiefs harl recei¬ 
ved nothing, and had begun to feel that they had 
been deceived, murmurs arose which increased in 
volume to such an extent that the stations had to 
be abandoned, and revenue from them ceased. lr 
Sharpe, in whose district the disturbances took 
place, took the natter in hand at a moment when the 
Liberian Government were contentlating the extra¬ 
ordinary folly of despatching an armed force to 
the scene of the rising, a measure which would only 
have increased its fls extent. I understand that 
he has been successful in restoring order, and that 
matters have grown much calmer. Fortunately the 
new motor gun-boat, built for the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment by the British firm of Messrs. Blrnidy Brothers 
of Las PTlnas in 1913, though conpleted had not been 

del, ivered 
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delivered, owing, I fancy, to some slight difficulty 
regarding the completion of the payments on her, 
added to the risk attending her navigation to .Monro¬ 
via. Had it been at the disposal of the Government, 

I fear no considerations of prudence or humanity 
would have prevailed to restrain then from using it. 
The senior officer of the Liberian Kavy is a young 
brother of trie President, »ho is not only perfectly 
incompetent and ignorant of everything pertaining 
to sea command, but is an abandoned drunkard os veil. 

It is perfectly inconceivable that any self-respect- 

* 

in<: European would accept ei ployraent under such a 
commander either aa engineer or navigator; and in 

* j 

these circumstances how tne cruft is to reach Liber¬ 
ia it ia difficult to foresee. There is, hovever, 

the consideration that the longer 3he remains at 

* .« 

Laa Palmas* th<*^r«*ater th* prefect of p*ac* aud 
tranquility on th* coant till b-v. It r«nuirM but 
little imn^lna^o ^iabl^ on^ to pradiot what would 
assuredly follow the* uncontrol Ifni ch&Tpn of auch a 
7 * 33 * 1 * with har comparatively powerful artiantnt of 
machine-gun.] by a very, drink-sodden Liber¬ 
ian commander. 

Ill Concluding Remarks, 
when I vaa appointed to this Consulate-General 
tvo and n half years ago, T came to the country vith 
snrte eight**n years experience of African natives 
and their ways, .and,in spite of all I heard to their 
discredit, I still hq'ed to find some good quality - 
some saving graoe - in Liberians; some encouraging 
indication that they were in truth struggling for 
improvement - striving after ideals whose attainment 

would 
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would tend to show their ability to manage their own 

affairs. ' I tried, as long as feasible, to maintain, 

as my previous reports will show, the attitude of 

one who makes allowances. I fear, however, that 

■ * 

observation of the most careful kind has taught me 

* 

I 

that the Liberinn race will scarcely reach honest 
independent self-government of a kind which has so 
long and ardently been looked for by benevolent on¬ 
lookers both in Europe and America; that she does not 

want it, and that all she does want is to be left 

« 

to herself to pursue,unre.itrained her prenent corrupt 
and discreditable path, and to fall back gradually 
to n condition lower perhaps than that of the savages 
of the bush-country whom the Liberian would control 
if he could but fortunately cannot. 

At present, due to the abnormal conditions pre¬ 
vailing in durope - which, nevertheless, are of value 
as showing how absolutely dependent this country is 
on unrestricted external commerce - Liberia is in a 

M 

3tute of exhaustion and perplexity. By the more en¬ 
lightened citizens, who unfortunately are few and 
far between, it in realized that,without outside 

i 

help, the flegro Pepublic can scarcely expect to 
survive much longer, and already, as I was recently 
openly informed by a distinguished advocate, the 
talk at the street-corners is "Then the Protectorate 
comes will it be British or French?" As it is, all 
sena- 1 of proportion seens to have been lost,civic 
life ia corrupt to the bottom,anti administration 
seems to have become a were blind for tne exercise 
of the most shamelesi and abandoned 'graft.’ 

Instances of this night easily be multiplied, 

but 



but perhaps the two which follow nay be found 
sufficient for the purpose, lien in September last 
"'r Sergeant's application for a Pearl-fishing oon- 
oeaaton - subsequently grant»d - ns before the 
Legislature, Mr Parte, then acting an consul-general 
here, received a visit from the President's Private 
Secretary who expresssd doubt as to the fate of the 
application, and, after asking what Mr Sergeant 
might be lively to do in the *ay of "recognizing* 
the services of himself and the representative who 
had charge o'* the application in the House, suggest¬ 
ed that a douceur of £150 would be looked upon as 
suitable in the circumstances. He added that all 

(Vj at 

application! of a similarwere made occasions 
for demands of this kind. On another oocasion, 
when the fate of an important proposal was, aa it 
seemed, trembling in the balance, the 3ame official 
went late at night to the anxious applicant, and 
informed him that unless he received an undertaking 
that on the morrow £600 in gold would be paid over 
and no receipt asked for. ne need not suppose that 
his concession would b« granted, an it would be if 
he complied. It ia a matter of common knowledge 
that the Private Secretary built and furnished & 
nos house out of the proceeds of hie bargain with a 
local German who received, t! rough his inutrurent- 
ality, the exclusive right to export native labour 
from a populous centre, and so these pr ctic^s go on. 

’Turning to the Legislature itself, with the ex¬ 
ception of three or four prominent men, there is 
hardly one single representative possessed of admin¬ 
istrative 
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■uitrativn or political ability; these *n, cany of 
thorn alino.it illiterate*, and wholly without knowledge 
of the outside world, are ateep»d in ignorance and 
sloth, and it in to auch as tl eae that the destinies 
of this rich and magnificent division of the African 
coast have boon unreservedly confided. 

Cut putting these aside, and reflecting the 
views pf those I Iberians who are competent to form 
and exrreps an opinion, the future is regarded a* 
holding one of t»o solutions: A Pritiih or French 
Protectorate, or a sort of Anglo-American Condominium, 
The latter, however, is considered improbable, in 
view of the snail amount of interest which the 
United St'tes displays in the fate of the country. 
Liberian independence has become a mere term, to 
which but little significance seems now to be attach¬ 
ed, as was shown at a recent crowded 1.rearing-up 
of the College of esl Africa when the question was 
debated publicly "Is Protection or Independence the 
better condition for the Country? an overwhelming 
vote for the being returned. 

Properly speaking Liberia has never been an 
independent State. Always under the open or covert 
financial control of some group or other, ah« is now 
bound hand and foot by a suffocating weight of German 
debt. if list, therefore, is the solution t I an of 
opinion — one which is widely shared - that only the 
preoccupations attendant upon t e war prevented the 
disclosure of German aspirations of a very ambitious 
character, the way for which hud been for many years 
prepared by a lavish outlay of German gold. That 

therefore. 



therefore, need no longer be seriously regarded. But 
the whole question reduced to a phrase ia this: Liber- 
in in one form or another should be made.to submit to 
tutelage, and that tutelage/fact be exercised by a 
Power capable of enforcing the adoption of the 
measures prescribed. Liberians are unfitted to con¬ 
trol governmental machinery, and are rendered so by 
their ineradicable dishonesty and incurable sloth. 

The Government ia hopelessly corrupt and incompetent; 
the ;reasury ia empty; the interior natives, of which 
t ere may be 6,000,000, and for whom the Liberian 
Government ha3 never been more than a nollo* unreality, 
are neglected and abandoned to darkness, debauchery, 
and vice, uplift the insinoerity and ignorance of 
the ,.agi itr-’tea is cuch that justice oannot be expec¬ 
ted. Yet with all this Liberia is a rich and fertile 
country, possibly richer and more fertile than any 
other division of the coast-lands of the Gulf of 
Guinea, As it ia, and as it will continue to be 
until measures .re taken to direct her perverted 
energies into proper channels, Liberia will exhibit 
herself to those who puss by as an open, festering 
sore upon the coast of flest Africa. 




No.lbl/ 1 * 

Confident! 1. 


Drill .I. Consulate-General, 
Monrovia, 2."rd May, 


9 


% 


On receipt or your deny toh ' o.l8 of the 1st 
April C 33783), !ip->ciin • me to urge tipor the Liber¬ 
ian Government that the Proems Verbal drawn up on 


completion of the Anglo-Liberiart boundary doll ill¬ 


ation should be aimed ca noon as possible, oral, 
if n mean ary, in the continued absence of the 
Libervin boundary comraisaloner, by their second 
r'*pr -jer ti-.tive Lieutenant Joseph art in, I lout 
no time in laying your views before the ctate 
Department. 

Mr Xing, the Secretary of state, whom I visited 
on the 31st instant, appeared to be very unwilling 
to take any definite steps. He said that Hr Lee, 
their ohie? boundary comnissloner, waa expected in 
Monrovia shortly to renew his contract with the 
Government, and advantage could be taken of that 
occasion to send him up to Freetown to complete the 
documents; that Lieutenant Kartin was not competent 
to sign them, and that there were certain points 
connected with the delimitation atill in dispute 
which Mr Lee alone would be able to discuss. To 
this I replied that the proems Verbal had been 


awaiting Mr Lee's signature for more than a year, 
during which time the Liberian Government had been 
repeatedly urged to send him to Freetown for the 


9 


% 



pun os«? 
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purpose, ami that it seamed perfectly inconceivable 
that, during so lengthy ( > period , all trace of him 
should have boon lost. Mr ’"inf said that various 
messengers had, in compliance with ny requests, 
bf»r»n sent to Mr Lee with instructions to go down 
to Freetown, Mi*, had ''"iled to find ^ looked 

v*ry oonfused Bh<->n I quietly marked that it wan 
Boat extraordinary that,Search by the State Depart¬ 
ment shoul have boon unavailing when, ae I had 
learned that morning, the War Department had been in 
monthly cocjmnicition with Mr Lee ever since hin 
dnr'.rture for tie boundary. I said with some 
warmth that.ruch an we might >ish to connider the 
convenience o' the Liberian Government, we could not 
go on being eternally delayed when matters of import¬ 
ance were nwnitin;: completion. I aided that I had 
received a private letter from Sir '■), Merewether 
Btsting that he would leave f r England on the 6th 
June, and it a^med moat leairable that thia bminesa 
shoul' be completed before then* 

After {rent objection on the part of Mr -'inn to 
do anythin;- but wait until 1f r L'*’ 1 arrived here, T 
finally obtained from him a promise to send that 
evening a special runner to Mr Lee with peremptory 
orders to start at once ov»r land to Freetown which, 
according to my calculations he should reach about 
the 4th or 8th June if he travel straight through 
with a minimum of delay. Mr King further author¬ 
ised me to inform the Governor of Sierra Leone, which 
I did the 3at:te evenini' by cable, 

I greatly fear that, despite the undertaking 


which 



flitch I received , means will be found by the Liber¬ 
ian Government again to frustrate the completion of 
these document 3, and to rial ay their signature still 
further. "hat the reason "or thin extraor 'innry 
contact la I cannot imagine, unless it bo to retard 
as Ion*; as possible tho offset of* the arran,?»nont 
to »hich tho Liberian Government has assented vhere- 
by, rithin six "ontha of tho signature of tho Proems 
Verbal,' natlvoa in certain diviuions of their terri¬ 
tory shall have the option* houll they desire to 
exorcise it, to cross to the British side. In any 
case I hove don * ill I could on never* 1 occasions 
to induce them to bring tho mat tor to a close, and 
I hope that, should :.>y r°ceit efforts prove abortive, 
I may he authorise-' to communicate representations 
upon th* subject of a much more peremptory character. 

I have the honour to ho. 

With the highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your nor: t obei.i*nt, 

hn. ble servant. 




ro. 171/1.' . 

Con V v tx il. 




h ^onsn lato-Onor*! 


'onrovia, 19th Juno, 1916* 
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In continuation oP my do 'j ;Uh Ko*151 oi t i<* 

Zirtl "aj, iotiiiijift t;:* tak<« by cie* to secur* 

t'M ai;.*.ntufo .it '’t'oto- '; «. t *• procba ?rt*bal dram 
uv 1 : it r or t.i# joi pi*tion''o: ; tiu* Anf^o-i.i* orian 
boundary .iiirY«»y t I havr tho honour to roport that 
t Lib ■ i ;?>/ :■ h 'til*:, ai I ticipatoA 
th'*y Vould, to oarry out thoir ttniorta' 1 in^ to aond 
;» r m i • ti ' to Pro "to ’ >r tiu» pui, o:.o. 


As I 8tat*i in tho doaputoh quot *a, 1 -y j»»» 

i Loo, thoir boi ry-oo , 


ion r, :iiouli b* itr-act-’d b, .> 'Cial a to 


iY^otovn about t? <• 611. tiiataht in otwr to 



Gov-noior on 1' vo of a^-aonco 'to 'olLo,*ir,; r»v.. Up 


to yo :t"rd y Jr I>o' ind not arrive . 

I hr.va c«a. unicatod *itr. t; s LiUovian Cciv*ritfs»nk 
oxpreKjr. in# r.y aurprisp ui;3 r<vr**t that tnoy should 
irp irontly r.ot ham boon atolr to woM ry aiahoo in 
tho matter. but i'.hv • ui’CoiVi*u no ivply. 


’ y po*rad nl opinion is ?.n t no i>»?»spn»:*r wnn 
a *nt to 1 ,*>. and t t it *:;a not tin* intention of 
th* Mb*rim iorbrnaont trial tbo documents should bo 
si/med for tho reasons slated in my previous despatch. 


I i; v tlr« hoi ->ur Vo bo, 
it!, t: o htK ■■» ’ r *np»*Ct« 


His Jdsioatyhs prinoirnl 

f 'Version; o' Staio for 

!? /it* A i i? i 


Toroigrt Affairs, 


nil, 

Your moat ob^iimt, 

humblo aorvnnt 
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riti’h Consulate-Goner 1 


Confidential 


I'onrovi , :in July, lPlo 


: 

i 


I have V ->» honour to acknowledge t' - receipt of 
your cover . ttf te 11th ultimo i44928), inclos- 
in* for my obaervntiona C'rt'in correspondence *’tween 
tli» Colonial Office ami Sir V>r«wether, Governor 
of Sierra Leone, relative to t e natives of the 
Temrea Chiefdoi on the Anslo-Liberia -.1* ry, 

I would observe first of all that Sir '-’.'ore- 
wether'3 aul 'e.ition relative to the extradition of 
the three Chip ’* KAHflAWTA, GALLIA, and C,mrj? 
nrmta to offep rood w y out of the difficulty 
raised by Vie Tibori i Covornr.ent, and it i oBsenaea 
the additional ijerit th t its acceptance by the 
Intt^r would n^ford n convincing proof' of their 
sincerity. 

I do not understand dir J^Herewether’s remarks 
relative to py navim: derived an erroneous' impression 
of whot he said to rte in October Inst. I cor'd not 
possibly have .one anythin** of the ! ind. If toe 
views tint he «xpi*e taed on that occasion had any 
meaning at all, that nenninjr vas oorr- y sttru.nrised 
in my despatch to you upon thin subject 'o.£ of the' 
nth January last. I have a perfect recollection 
that dir VJerewether vie fed t? e entire project of 
the transfer of Ten/;ea Chiefs to British territory 


: 

i 


with 



t 









jith uncit^iaVabl^ luk*fnvnnesa, and vhtle aopwMFhat 
aurprisad, I naturally nocoptad an - r^j nrl *n to you 
his vie-ta as those of an bfficinl full of personal, 
first- nd knowledge upon a subject upon which I wm 
but very parti vUy informed, 

*ino», however-, it tip.t ho has now nod if tad 

tha opinions h* expressed to me , aivl it is intended 
to leal fin 11y with the Tangaa question, I would 
observe that, if the Liberian Government ore to he 
brought into lin», a vory strong position mi bo 
at ono<» assumed a id Maintained. It in - perfectly 
obvious, as T -p * pointed out wore than onoa, 
that their unexampled conduct regarding the coiaple- 
tion of the proofs Verbal drawn up at the conclusion 
of 'the Inglo-Libertan boundary delimitation has boon 
adopted -ntu the deliberate intention of postponing 
settlement of the Tanges question for as lo?ur ns 
possible, and, tn my opinion, if an early solution 
in hoped for, they should be told unmistakably that 
they cannot be permitted any longer thus to play 
fast and loose witn ua. Pop a long time puat, both 
by the french authorities and ourselves, ti.e Liber¬ 
ian Government have been treated with great leniency 
and indulgence, and they have some to 'consider that 
they can do is tney ple tae, a dnigerous condition of 
Bind which reacts seriously 3t times on our interests 
and those of rritish residents: however rude the 
awakening, therefor *, I consider the t.in'* has oqrue 
when an attitude qf great 'i sa should be adopted, 
even a thiniy veiled warning might be administered 
with adv-nti e -nd effect. But if the Liberian 


Goverm .ont 











A ^ ^ 

t 

^ _ . 





Governrcont are afforded th«* nmalloat lo - ole 
thoy will at onco i ltm * into a now ni'd brmrKtlea9 

’ t: I'm -ihl« subterfuge :>tv1 counter propna- 
a!n which fill have tlv 1 Ineriinblo effect of delnyinR 




th* ?'tnnl trvWinit^ly* 

_ . ^. _ 








I hftV« t * honour to bo. 


nth the 


hip 'o t r -ipect. 


A 




iblo servant. 




jt 
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Confidentxml . 










’ viti «h Gonhulate- >*n-r .1, 
Monrovia, JJJUt July* 1915 
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XIth v« ' -roice to your t<;o cable^faf® 'Jon. 31 

and 33 o? the r* >V li itant. dealing with t .* sub-: 

* . 

j>HJt of fc-rsan »ir*' lens and cable oouiaunicaUcn in 
Liberia, I hive the honour to Inf or f. you as follows. 

Anticipating th' instructions contained in your 
cubl.-Mvaa »o. 33, I have had ;>«v«ral consultations 
gitn tr.* United Staten ChaTgA d*Affaires, who, as 
stated in y c ■ r ... v ftp rlny- 

io. any extravagant desire to assist in finding a 
solution o." t • difficulties which this question 
presents . 

The {’hnr. <* dVAfraires, a Vti Richard Bundy, is 
a half-caste n*;;ro who has spent no rs in Lib¬ 

eria without returning to America, lie to in all 
r-* r*ct» irvliEtlm uiahable fi*to i Liberian in nan- 
nor i , opinions, or code n- u life. In discusainf 
this t itter of det-ran teMgpephy with hii% therefore 
I, have bee co. .yelle to exercise • ‘ * t cau¬ 

tion, kjioviiik quite ft 11 Wit <*v*r‘y »ord I littered 
a cal l Uv.eii .t-’ly be repeated to t » Liberisn Govern 
!v?nt. The resainintf official of the United States 

■ . , fuil-Maod«i obins; is so 

far aaaoctal *i nV< t-te Ger* an residents in “onrovia 
tn t he i* u idurntooid to i. 1 aootstiBf thon by obtain 
in; heavy shipments of roods for their benefit. 

I 
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His 



l!aje3ty*i Hrincira! 
iretary of state for 
Porei n Affairs. 













I tk ertfeaYourins t*> obtain for your information a 
copy of the chip* a man If oat of t-'o last Spanish 
ataaser to on 11 here, which brought, consigned to 
"r Robins (a shorthand clerl receiving a maximum 
aal j:« of £l£C a year), f ocvis value at no arl'y if 
not quite 2,000. I h t'/e I .^n aaaurwl not only 
that the thole of these ,voods worn handed nv.»r to 
Gorman firms iia l, onrc , but t at the 0tr«i\;6 d’Aff- 
sires himself p LcipatoG in the resulting core ic. 1 - 
ion. The H”'■’’lenities of useful discussion of the 
question of how to der1 with the German wireless 
station and cable with this AtteriOflli of icial will 
thus perhaps be understood. 

In any case, ifj I have $ tiled, we have met upon 
the subject, anf I have none fry be.rt to enlist his 
us i it slice to arrive at a one porkoble solution of 
t tf-'ioulties which it prints;. Go far, ho over, 
in ex ;Ctlv the snr* jy nner, atp\ in practically the 
a * ords 13 those e-rloyev. h; r .end t.-.e I,Iber¬ 

ian Secretary of ft to, Mr Ihlndy refuses to allow 
himself to b* a persuaded th't t.iere is any proof that 
irr « ul .rit are being practised, and >t for 

o?\o i;,orient entertain the positive atatemwnte of the 
French Telegraph Guparint — an o % v 1 of 

t e highest competence and intf-nrity — on the con¬ 
tention th » is an "intereatel party** The 
fiharp< 4M ir knows,, a? ; 0 also the Siberian 
Gov 'rnneot. that Monsieur orifiard (the ii.n »j*int rt nd«nt 
in question) it the only person in this country . 
competent to advance m opinion upon the subject, 

1 ad yet taey decline to tape y action upon hia 

■ 








'i^Pinit» aMr* state. ents. 

I I, ‘7o nr] r;i»v t' > 1 confidential conversations 
lit;-! Morm *ur V onnard. » jo, whilst he is« tpas ne 
tint » ireless messages ire being received here by 
the German station by Vienna of tbo • Tic-key* v->c**t- 









\*5 





v-*r, poe.i on to express: a atron? suspicion that the 
Uatmii officials have faunal means to transmit 
1«3 3 messages nlao. Thin •Ticker* ^apparatus ho 
is ;ur-w. :. 1 tin ti.e utiinnt certainly t t ho has 

*• 

hear dporatitfn ov >r md over y:ain. and, tndwa 
quit-’ r’CT.tly, but, the Gorcmo. officials of ti e 
ntntio : in instituted a systeti of no ou tint , 

directly ' now if n its the sounds r.°n r *. This 



appsrciu.: in contain** 1 in o mall cose rather like 
a lespotch-box of medium sise, nnd can be adjusted, 
.linr-.ount<vi, and leoretei in a few j..icutes, aivl aa 
readily place In position• 

Turning to the aont« iur e a. 

■ o - ' r - to t iejt> ’ -•■Klor at I? ash- 

in, ton, J *’o >r I se*» blit snail prospect of 3UCCeos 
attending • :-reposed appoint sent .V erioan 

citizen to supervise the ••» station as a wholp. 

If such a plan were carried into e t, the neceas- 
;rj suverviatO): would i.avn to bo exorcised both 
ntj.iit an I day. At lenot three i eruono would be 
uire ' ' •• •'. ? ; v • a » -.r rn'i'^o. It 

would he far boyonu the powers of one single individ¬ 
ual who would, in 11 probability, apeedily find 
himself incapacitated by sickness or alow y n, a 
remedy for ttreaone persons whtoh ts *ry co»u-,only 
resort* to in ! ib>'ri ••, ■ v’ .t ainat waich one has to I 

bo 


* 












_ 


















(4) 

b« constantly upon one's cur 









In ill oirciiM3t^icrn v t . IwrinH 

in mini t. * \ ■^ouli-irltl*® of the* country; tha fact 


th*t V 1 * Mb^ri :n Cavarn* *nt do not di$ro&# of n^ans 




to enable then to enforce their. o*n orders; the o <*r- 


tatnty thin Gerjiriri Governnent-controll*# station 
po • leases ' of cotvAmioation pinch tii*y ur«Uft<H*d* 


l.y eppiej for the i-urpnae of -MOittuiffiu. iuforr.att w 






iV ' . persona rtd com tries. and that 


both t * Libert n Go/erm.ent and. the il.-ited Htatea 


Lection h*re are unable or unwilling or both to 
taka or concert. meaauveo to control nuoh corriunt- 
cation, t fo« 1 t at itronfr reaaures on th* part of 
tie Alii* 1 r lov*».-i5f.*»nta can ilrne asBuxip the desired 
result. There can bo.no tlonbt that, whilst out- 



irordly fri n;i ly and cordial to us, the Libor tan 


Government ar» not rarer r<xi to plane difficulties 
in the ray of German intorrsfs, nor, in the natter 
of controller: t -lv telpfrarfey, would t»ey know 






how to do it if they vt«r*; on t;r* other hand, the 

■■ 

Unite' States iovertoent, fed by their Clieri^ 
d'Affairs* 'onr with reaivsuriftg if mislead- 
in reports,are likely to afford, but lukownrn nif . 
In my jllcltfnejit, t or of ore, the safest and ntoat 
effectual no ns of ,:eolin«~ with this ganger is to 
remove the cause of it; in no other conditions 









which occur to • or which T c -n irapine, is entire 



safety to be found. This wire leas telegraphy 


station should, for t’ese reasons, he destroved. 




















ilr*l only at ••’V li ' tnoblf* Conran mu 'r be 

io rnq'uiMt t .<* 1 i! -i-i '-v.* •'■r, * ?.•*. ■* / ' ■ > 

thnl* o' V » •• • ’i- * r^i’SOH '}, :: •— t:o T UCt, 

to Cnrwsr. I t 1 •'Via; a atop mitch I four, "or 
obvious r<*vo!j8, V» oy fonld nxv:pniij iWUiw to 

T eot.vl.-e*d that, mlom itonsureo on?i 




ink©. 

bo concert 1 *. of t « notupi* of fhiah I an entirely 
i .ooi* nl, th> V'Py »t -v<* :-'n;‘oro origin? oat nf the 
uhftwitj’.ollo ro. or of t * <}*>:•• Gov ■ r '*nt t o avail 
t Tia<*lv ‘» o. this cable ano »ir*»l"*3b tolef raphy 
station oan only be dealt with in on© *ay, .and that 
Is by diapo3S«l‘8in£; tv*rc of it. It is all very 












. ., 



•oil for t Libor tan Govormtoi-*! oHnorously to 

a--vor.tioo tr.oir arlbnsio>i to neutrality; re* arfUng 

• > Ei 

that, in common . ith ay .French oollaitfne, I f«<»' 
t 1 -t f "i t ■•’ U*i'..o:it -.li i'S to t‘-« lo-ist 

o? it, clo^irt*: ib'-ir eys-1 in t © raost deliborrte 
if, to mho ; ti t *ml‘ ro.iuiro a ,;>3t i tccv-vsnient 
amount of tniont«ua explanation. 

All thin arisen t of courie, an t • ir**ct result 

Liberia has for bo lone b*»on treated both by His 
: tjecty* - Geternwaiii aid t at of Franco. 

Libert m iiov««r.t;-iont a© «w to nave aoj-e to the oon 
olusioil tii it they nay aafely adopt towards un and 
our allies an]; •.••» ti ‘ 1 rl* r ' 3 « 0 *tnte 

o' mind sufficiently nvilont in their deliberate 
riiir^fV'ivl of • anfi * of t '<* Colonial 

Of ic^ f r<V' inLi v i;? t f nig natural whi<5h ai 1 *r nnro 
th'.i a © r*fi f>liy is imoor.pl-iml , of tfi© 

Arvflo-I ib^ri n round ary 'n: . ia ion docuoent*, as 






I 


























. 




S3 well as r<p ©t -r i port* lit quo itiona . 



vo r: r*x)'-‘vt ’i C‘’ o 1 •* Afric \ h tail ■ t no that. 


i o h« ai/ilisod or uncivil i?.eu, th* on* thim: which 


’ i! is and 6| \ w fi> ‘38; loss 






than that ho interprets as a pv»co qf food faplttno 
upon which ho wy ppsciisn ns Ion,; as it holds out 


*■* N . • 

* 


I' T • • [• ■ ■ .it -o' t - .’.'.7 -;*i • it!, t o utiioi;t 

r*:p«ct.. it »ov;!d ft'n* to bo tin© that w* a lightly 








-W 





»ar.l*no i o r attitude towards tiio iovern;:—nt of 


this country, oth Twiao, I four, tatters will 
•■i iaplay i tcy to ;:ro» nor* diti icnlt ret! of 




tiK'.rt o ii r. 
















T haw tho 1 . nour to b«, 
-‘'it' 1 tins highest reboot, 












Your -post oi »'i n nt 


humble r-*rvT t. 
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vo.-.'vyl . 

dentail. 















-a-: - 



r-1-111 ih r one Hi-te-G *n* i r a 1, 
onrovi*. 17t,h August, If lb. 


















Ir> the c,m>rae m a confidential report upon the 
course o’’ events in th 1 G’publio o liborxn forwarded 
under cover o ' ry i -apateh o,lt? of t? e Vt3: April 
lnt, *r-ir.h I trust yon.reo-nver; t I na'.A certain 




remarks dealitV! with th* relations aubctsttnf' between 








the* Gov^rniuont of th« Unite! States and tot of this 
1 \ i, • . inoted a very outspoken opinion express- 
e-1 to me by the Amortoin Minister to tie effect thnt 
the nited* ^t ties would, he felt sum, be relieved 
bey on i ?t\r i.iton if she oobln fi >• < unn to pel rid 
of the entire tiberi n question'* I also shortly 

docrihea, in nnot or portion of the report, the 
jr—t dIV**rpene'e of views which hhs continually 




f 


existed between tl « Americtm General Receiver of. 
Lib*riin Cuslors and financial Adviser, and the 
Libert i Gov’i-nr.TOt w.-ich in» fins i "on s«*nt to advise* 













A ouriou i conf irration of tiv» o« ill ion of the 
Anerican !iini tor ? vch I ho'o .jnit quote-!, nnd 
which nr; not u.->. 7tthout inter«Bl to you, has recent 
ly con.- 1 doni’id > itia'J y to j.v Vnowi*pe. 

As I-h. f e state! in past oonunnientiona on this 




8tihjv*ct. Lib^ri m Govern **nt h wo oonsi »u#ntly 
trcitoi th- i- : T-nc in ?in tncvil Adviser as a con- 






plete cypher. Sot only nave they refrained fror: 
avail it!,.- t piss- ives < :.ia advice on monetary mail 

but 


ia ’>jeflty’c Princijil 
ecretory of rtate for 









for^itTi *f:‘airs. 






















but t'. ’ have received it when tendered with dis- 
c one wit nr eoldneG', md, in* defiance of it, and 
of the Obligations imposed upon then by the terr* 
th- 1 ini'. refunding loan ag moment, they have 
fror.: time to tine attend the financial atm in by 
nation of uncontemplated- if not altogether irregular 
t' 1 ip or ry loans Yon various orren.:. 

At length ’to rt *d by the atudteci disregard of 
himself oo 1 hi-*! functions which thin disoouragpd 
official has so long received, ha addressed a 
00 .cation, a fo» weeks arm, to his Gov t, 

complaining of his inability to c any rostral - 

in i. ' o' *'* in’vncf*! of Liberia, and a sh¬ 
in/? what steps ho should take to vindiqate the 
authority ’-ditch, tr eoreticnlly, had been vested in 
him, : 

. I an infors.'»d upon a hi gh authority that ho 
received a reply by the last mail, elating that the 
Unit”': -t: t**o Ch.tr d'Af/aires h id been instructed 
to inform the Liberian Government in effect that 
Washington nost strongly disooifi tenanoed the irreg¬ 
ular conduct in which it was evident that, .for some 

« 

tira« past, the Liberian floverm-edt hi:-' indulged, 
an! insisted per-»Ep tori ly teat no steeps to obtain 
fun:a outside existing sources of revenue should b« 
talon in future without the Financial Adviser’s 
previous sanction. Further, that should it cor.:e to 
th” ynoTle’ge e" the United States Government that 
t • Liberian Government hud failed strictly to ob¬ 
serve this injunction, all aid or annintanoe of what¬ 
soever bind now extended to the !!egro republic would 

at 




- 














* 

























at one'% a ns? for nil time, be athdravn. 


*• 


I und«r r -t these unieationa have been 











duly mart’, raid have created consternation in locnt 

G°v "i* ont ctr« Ms* oreover, ti Fiiv.nctal Adviser, 

as ti> earnest of his no-fly found authority, has 

ifftci lly • a’ned the Libert n Govern 1 that, in 

t o event of any future irregularities projudicial 

to th«» interests of the l'Jlis loan cousin,; to Mo 

' 

’.ion of t ■’ tfonty par a*; l. surtax upon existing 







custona duties create! by th" v ner penny :, eiief Fund 
/Ct of arch 1 nt, air •■■dy reported by no, an extrern- 





f 






ity *htch, if proceedei to, w i-i out off practically 
i sol» re t in source of Liberian revenue. 

Uatur^lly the offeet of all this friction has 
bf**»n to croat" a feeling of .strong irritation a/rainst 
th a •n^ricon Mmneinl Adviaer, and his position here 
nuit have l»>ooa" more difficult and d"l\op.te than 

4 *§tj 

ever; but thincident as a whole 3e-»-vi to throw a 
oomowhnt strikingly oonftrustory site-light upon the 
opinion expr^nned to by the American Jfininter in 
V- rch 1st as ropente I by me to t io Poreim Office 
in ny confidential report above r *forrod to 

I have th* 1 honour to bo, 
itn the highe.it respect. 

Sir, 

Your stoat obedient, 

humble servant. 
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British Cottsiti « 
>f onrvrU* 3rt,h Autiust f If 15* 
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8 ir: 




Tn cflntinr 'tis® of :<y oonfid^nti-> 1 I’.rap-tch } !o» 

172 of th* 19th Juno last* ! have received n conruni- 

on tIon f~nr th~ Aotintr Governor of sterro Leon** doted 

the 7t; i wi'int. sl.attnc tint t' e rrec^a verb.nl of the 

tnrl o-Li“< l !Vi 77! J’otradTry Cojfir'toiiion had been duly 

iitrin^l by !!■*• !.»<* tb* Libupi n horK.iau loner vhooe 

attend-* non* it sill ho •> •■ . T hod no nuch 

U, v ' 1 * to ?ecwt1hg. I conclude, therefore, that 

♦ ,,■» ’.oaiv.onts have nr-' been corapl*t«l. 

'"hr, •ct.io." Cov^-’nor of «!, hn '•ver. that, romUnd 

tT?3tvnottoric,b/» wr-.r t*M •- no *♦ uhi relative to the 

Ion’ m tatandinrr quo ition of the settlement of the 

pittV’i of t*» V"*' ? 'k ohl ffer. pn-r t"ot, due to the 

ob?t» tm)o of t i, e Stereo Vwe nomtnea. Colonel barren, 

‘the oo;immion vprotnt^l to in von tin to the claims 

of t to Hindu t:* 4era nrme' RMTfTyj T? and COOhOOMAL 

against the ttb«*ri n Gor -vnrceni, vhich it van hoped 

tint Mr Lee's prooOnoe in "■-'eat"»n *onli euabl** to 

be settled, could not be rrooeoded *»ith. 

* 

I hove the honour to be, 

»if,b tf ' Mai! ant revpeot, 

fir, 

Your r oil ob* : tent. 

burble servant 







Hi’* ,f «,iefttv' • Principal 

S ecretary ot Ctate for 

V oreifn Affairs. 





. o.2('0/1 b. 


\ 




•Sir:- 

I havo the honour to one lotto sow* extracts 
from a paaphlot, ytiblishol for Liborian enngurip- 
tion in tho Unitol ftatoo, containin ' -in outraj ootia 

arldro38 by an JUnorionr professor who vi^itod thin 

' 

country solo throe or four youra a;:o. 

It aoop3 to havo croato.i aorao considerablo 
impression amon? tho ifnor nt, qreriuloua Libor- 
inns, nni thi t to aono oxtent boon reflected 1 

in r»o*nt not vory friendly- public uttorancog. 

I hnve ion* my boat, of course*, fro., tijn* 1 
tino unofficially to point out tho flarin#; inaocu- 
raoios which it contains; but it is on* of thoao 
annoyi , »=•. itxt;ipate.i mfluor.cos v:h ocoa.tion- 
ally mho tnpir unnocoaenry apporranoo, anti disr>ei<- 
b«r, - or t • • tino b»i it any r to, •* ntovn- of 
^ooi ono iay havo boon able to effect. 

I hovo th» honour to be, 
fith tho highost roopoct, 
fir. 

Your moat ohodijont, 1 

humble aorvnt. 



Kiu to itj * * Principal 
S»cr*t '.ry of flit® for 
iforoipn Affair». 









Inc tenure 


# 


In ':',r ' laugham's despatch fta.260 of the 27th August, 191b. 


Some dxtract i from an address delivered by Professor Frederick 
Starr upon the occasion of Lincoln's Birthday at the Ideologic ] 

Seminary at Chicago on i *bru ry l.ih, 19l ’ and circulated through¬ 
out Liberia in Fa..; hlet for... 


: 


: 



•If tner 1 U one thing I dislike it is to sail 
under false colours. I am not tonight going to 
talk about the negro in America... my subject is 
Liberia and the United States,... !ty a 'dress this 
evening is aimply to ask the question.*, whether the 
United States Government has had a definite policy; 
whether it has stood behind its work.. 

"It vs in the year 1H46... The Situation was 
serious, a the United States appr ched £ * British 
Government an.1 told then that re nad a special tot »r- 
est in Liberia and that we trusted that that interest 
would be recognised. Great Britain thereupon quite 
frar.ly told the ! nite• State-? its position. "Great 
Brit’in could not recognise tne sovereign powers of 
Liberia which it r«g srded as the commercial experiment 
of a philanthropic society,®...The fritted States did 
not follow up the matter very energetically... At 
usual, when British trade is involved, we subfitted. 

"At the western end of the (coast) line tnere 
were settled some Iritih traders. One nan named 
Harris had the game feeling for the negro government 
as some of his predecessors hid...and he picked a 
quarrel with Liberia. He had the Sierra Leone Govern- 





r.ent in in favour, and behind it loomed large the 
poser of th« great fimpire that rules tie sea.!,... 
Harris put in a claim of du uinst the Liber¬ 

ian Government. The Liberians made an appeal to 
the Unite tHatee .. .Commodore Shufelut vaa ashed, to 
intervene in their behalf and aid them in this 
struggle it it*.• 1 in). British interests. •. The 
damages which Harris claimed, 3ix thousand pounds, 
were cut down to three hundr d pound:;. Then the 
British, vith that love of fair play which is ao 
eh-traoteri.itic o' tjs.ua in all sporta, refused to 
pay attention to the dec is i n of the umpire. They 
had behind turn., tue poorer of terra Leone, and the 
opinion of the American wuo flouted by the trader 
and ills friends. 

"There are three dreadful dangers facing the 

black republic. Today it seooc a settled policy 

between Prance a, rent Britain, "first I then you; 
then I then you." Today Groat Britain takes a 
slice; tomorrow Prince; the next day Grout Britain, 
and t; * next day Trance; there is usually no unadow 
justice in the claim; nothing but force and the 
demands of trade., (deferring to the*three dreadful 
dangers" mentioned, t, ; e id-ipos;; continues) There 
is first the old old question of difficulty vith 
its neighbour-;, and t ,ey have struck upon a brand 
new idea whi. .11, if c Led through, enable 
the:;, to divide vh.it i left of the black republic. 

It ij oomieoted with the -r no. rugirt . Hotico 
that the principal reason of th . resent great world 
war is simply the sneredness of British trade, 
Sacredr^sa of British trade in the one thing which 
has throui millions into arms today. All has to 






yield to it, 'Then Liberia gets in its way Liberia 
has to go; when China threatens British trad* in 
opium Chin^ has to go; Then it the Burmese Hag 
who wanta to hold the powers of t;j<* nation handed 
down fro;i hhi' anceutorj, ho ha: to go if ho stands 
in the way -r Britiih tr do. Sacredneso of British 
trade cost Spain her greatu ; it co nd her 

grentn«s3, and Frana* and the United States. Well, 
the war now threatens th rt Liberian republic'. Ti the 
paper th- ot v ■-)■ orr.irg we read t t t • -Hif claim 
that liberit haa infringed reitra 1 it?* How ? hy 
tl Gorman table 1 from Jlonr »via acros 

to South Araerie- , r"-f r ■* allies say that *b 

boon n~<* to the advantage of Gernrxy ii the present 
v-r, and Liberia mint b 1 dealt ii . and aerinusly. 

Do you know that. th-»re is also a -irelens station 
at Monrovia ? It be]o r;: - - r r v ~,- c ., m ? hp G , vr . .. 
cable conn >cts with South Aiaeric ■, and hov it is going 
to connect with anything els * und'*r the present con¬ 
ditions is Inconceivable;' but the vir ’ 1 ■ tion 
up th Te on th ’ hill -t Monrovia is in direct con 'ac¬ 
tion with a chain of wireless; stations that cov’rs 
th’ -hole o“ the vast French "nfir’ in Africa... 

Thither men sages sent by German cable can be used is 
doubtful, but it i' 'b’O.lutely certain that Messages 
can be gent today anywhere by that French wireless. 

It may b» true that Liberia i- ur. 'hle to prevent r.ti p- 
une of the cable or the wireless; but the outary by 
the allies u a mare eacua« ''or putting through a 
final division of tiv country — the great chance 
for the allies to deal harshly with the blacb r» ublic 
ind to rend jacand trousers l-uving half in th’ 
hands of France and England hae come. 

‘Lastly, Liberia today is facing serious financial 



difficulties.. The Cuo ton house might aa well be 
closer]. Th't Gov-tiu '*fit ha. - no» no income.. The 
banker.! in !,Vw Yon receiv* no interest.. In the 
let ten r h-.vrt r-'c^ntly received, I ua told that it 
aaV;p ‘ Lon ion another aho'^ould object if v *» *ere 
atrenaona in doilini; nth the Republic. Curious 
i-« .it *t thnt iff ifljt higltmd ? It its reported 
that ane repliv: " ;o ahead, but use no aentiuent." 
Ihe reply sound.] plausible. Jht secret of national 
lUcc-’-.io ns prov’ by higl ; i to i&a ,o aonticeit.* 











No. 8 / IS. British Consulate-General, 

»' ; ; -j ft 

"onrovin, 1 H V September, If)IS. 


: 


s 


ir 

T hir/e the honour to request irith great deference 
t ; at I Bpy be permitted. on such occasions no my 
retire it, to tear sore modification of the present 
highly uncomfortable tropiysl uniform at present 
prescribe *, 

Tie illivttviion vhich nppear? in 'ftpoex 8 to 
chapter ITI of the Consular Instructions does not 
give a correct impresston o t * the ippe rnnce o - 1 this 
highly unsuitable costume. Instead of the more or 
1^33 3mart ane v nee o‘ the individual t.ier'eon 
represented, the actual vesrer, duo to the great 
thickness of tne material upon vhiuli the «i broidery 
ia worked, creates at first sight* the irri.iistible 
impression %t t hf i- afflicted vit loma unpleasant 
throat sf‘action neceseit ting the application*of 
poultice or flannel-bandage unnecessarily embell¬ 
ished nth embroidery. Tn tre humid heat of the 
tropica, frequently in leai ti n an hour, the 
collar v' cuf-i become »o a 1 turfite 1 ith pars) ir fit ton 
that they could eisily be *runr out, a condition 
resulting in tr ir becoming quickly dilcolourrd awl 
turnin' blaoi . 


This hot, heavy anbelli»hnei‘t is not only very 

costly 


His Majesty's Peineiml 
Secretary 0‘ !v*.te 'nr 
foreign Affairs. 










4 •' 














costly an uncoaforta'ilo, but r>fi*r H»vin;i bo«ft *orn 
a f»» tines becomes positively tmsigbtly for the 
reasons which I h-ve described, and from the fnot 
tint, as no device hia been invented yet for keeping 
t-v two aid**i of t a collar *r broidery close tor ether, 

* , f u ,.i _ * { c .*j .lc r _ 

ns shown in the illrntmtion referred to. they cannot 
bo prcvsitec; froia gaping tidal? apart, displaying 


thoir t*rribld thickness, t i^ir saturated condition. 
















anl th* tinier lying hooka «pd eyes of tho vhite drill 
collar, groat ly. to tho prejudice of the general effect* 

■ » i 

If I Bight lo p.n’t.itt»d to nake n 6i*gr*‘3ticm 
t • - ••' ' . • ? -• ;■. r ] convinced, fulfil 

|; Ik 

in tropical consul jr uriforn every conceivable 

neces^it?, 1 toolc rrepose that, in'place of the 

dp v 

hot,, heavy, table, ’age-like'neck-embroidery 

at rrejii'i porn, a snail. ?u; or cream of gilt 
on ,*» ch id 1 of the white tonic co llar would very 
amply suffice to confer t - • -or the r<M}uir- 

e' 7 official, aspect, especial ly if worn wit-*' plain 
white drill, or preferably tnoted fold, shoulder- 



4 trap 8 such as those u a-! for so anny ye rs by the 
jonsnlsr qfffcepn *t fcnmibsr and in Fast Africa 

v 

froa the f ire of the lute {Sir O.Port'fl until about 


I'-nh, oiling mor corcfort' ble, suitable or smart 
than this centime e-> W peeeibly be conceived, end 
its ettbdrasal fror;. use was n source of t ie greatest 
p.- r-t, e»i i ver\ • *11 r**> ot ber. Rothing put t> 
staple *hii* nt*aid i ch#Yrotf ;> ,b Wnrit on the 

cuff, ait t e exception of two duff-buttone, and 
thus attired, ,nd tearing the naord the appearence 

of 









of cornu! or officers on o’fieial occasions was not 

I 

only vary much rt«r than at fro 1 . but the 
unafa-fVibla disco ,’orl tnsep r 1> fror, t » costume 
w worn vaa not pgperieneed at all* 

Whilst T ara writing on this subject, might I 
bo par fcil raw attention to anot er matter 

raining to c- niform, whi< . a source of 

greet amusement to the repr sentatiwes o:‘ other 
Governments: namely, t 'ortumate effect produc¬ 
ed by wearing* upon a holirtot ornaiiented with the 
national cont-if-arms and a handsome polished I. ' 

a chvi'- trap conoisting cf an Unsightly piece 
of white-tape, or similar m-terial, which looVa or 
though it been sewn on in a hurry at the last 
moment for want of a better one. the prescribed 
helmet, in this one particular which complet¬ 

ely. spoils it * in no doubt a vrry hariridoiaa and 

a 

suitrbie head-drv$s; but in order that it should be 
able wholly to defy criticism, the present chin-strap, 
which s^fica nore redolent of the nursery than of the 
consulate, should, T t* # irV. he r n placed by a light, 
polished ,r«t il chin- :cnle, sir.ilar to those worn in 
cavalry regiments, and in the Royal Horse Artil’/’V;*, 
With thi3, and the modifications ao ..-really needed 
which I have outlines above — codifications which 

I am confident all omralir officers in really hot 

- <%. : 

countries would gratefully welcome — I feel thnl 
the tropical uniform of the Consular Servioe would 
immediately gnin ii popularity wh-it it would lose 
in its present intense discomfort and unnecessary 

and 
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and diaproportionat® cost* 

If, th«*r©?or®, you should 100 no objectton to 
ay dotn£ 90 , I would very r »otfu}ly request por- 

tiitsnion, until none dooinion is t f kon rerrrdinb* this 
question as • whole, to discard, on official occasions, 
the* white mbraidared .cuffs and collar now proacrii 
and to appasr in the plain ^hit<* tunic with service 
huHtmn and svorl. 




T hv'* the Honour to be 




'ith th ■> Mfthe’t re poet. 








Sir. 

Yotir rest, obedient, 

hhrable aorvi nt 


: 
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3 ritiah Consul a t« -General, 






•‘onv'iw, 17i,f. Mr, ir>16 




Sir:- ... 

X hr'/e V > honour to i ?T you lr at r i 1 * 

7h 1 ttbortnn chl^f oowwisaionpr on the An?'lo^I»inorian 
boundary cor.;,ia.iton which completed its labours last 

dayo !- - *vor in Hon: i, 

On h;! way down here from the Fr ..ico-l iberinn 
boundary on which ho was or. a route was adopt¬ 

ed at jay request which brought hin through Freetown, 
Sierra L^one, to ehnble hi® to cof.plehe the pvoc&j 
vert 1 o’ the Anrlo-Liborinn survey -etch he alp nod 
early in August. Unfortunately, however, due to 
the unreadiness of tne naps showing the positions of 
the cairns el-., theca were not signed by i.r Lee, who 
intended, I learn, to carry out this fon.nlity on 
hla return to the Trt^aoh L* >rd >r in lioiir^nb^r* 

The Liberian Govornnent have now as) ed that 
these maps » e sent to Monrovia for afire, a 
request which F have forwarded to the Actinr-GoVernor 
of sierra 1 eone. 

The death of r Lee, although his worh for the 
British boundary survey was practically at an end, 
i:, in othsr 'a . unfortunat- 1 for us. It will be 
r*»enber*d that, in anticipation of his arrival in 
Sierra h one jinny months nro* It hfrrt \rrrtn#od 

that a Commission of Inquiry, consisting of r I,ee t 




































Li- iesty'a Principal 
Secret ry of State ''or 

A 0 1 . 




Lieutenant 
























m T 


• 


Jff, 

Lieutennnt-^olonel H.h. Warren, and sonebody elae was 




to meet and exanine evidence relative to the clnin 
o’ two British Indian subjects nemed RRTfI mJI and 
GOQBO l vinst the Liberin Goverrunent for loss 
of Kooda mi expulsion which has now boon penain#? 
for -b 'Ut t:ree ./ Mi* - (o*-** vy -h-i] l:h : o. 1 of 1 e 
3 th >oor.ibor, 1<1>). 

During Mr Loo's recent visit to Freetown. Colonel 

* 

Varren was unfortunately av , thus this Ion, - - 
leltyed matter could not bo dealt with. 

I fear, thorefov*. that until such tiro as tie 
Liberian Government find themselves in a position to 
obt tin the services of another surveyor fron the 
Unit* tatP3 to take "r I.e*'ii pi co — an expense 
which they are scarcely in a position at present to 
incur — it wtni'l hm-h ns though tne Claim Com ass inn 
ftentloned would have to be still further postponed. 

I hive th-' honour to liV-, 
ith the highest respect, 

; . 

Your noat obedient, 

humble servant. 













Ho, 11/15- 


British Consulate-General, 
Monrovia, 19th September, 1^15 




3 ir: - 

X have the honour to direct your attention to 
my despatch No.3 of the 7th instant,- relative to the 
acceptance by the Governor of Sierra Leone of a gun 
of money in aid of War fundi from the Kroo people 
of Grand Cess and elsewhere in Liberia without 
reference to this Consulate-General. In that 
despatch F pointed out the embarrassing situation 
which thia unfortunate action on the part of the 
Governor would be lively to create, due to the 
encouragement .which the Kroos would receive to con¬ 
tinue to regard themselves as British protected 
subjects. 

» 

Thii situation has made tt3 appearance some¬ 
what 30oner than I expected, 

Yesterday news reached Monrovia that severe 
fighting had broken out between the Kroo people of 
Since and the Lih«rian forces; that it had spread 
st once through Grand Ces3 and Nana Kroo, and that 
the entire const within those Its.its was in a blase 
of revolt. 

On the same day a deputation of Kroomen, headed 
by an insolent old headman named 'Prince of Wales* 
called upon me to state that t ey were "British 
Kroomen* that fighting had f^un at Cess, and that 
people were being killed. It was further ntated 


His Majesty 1 ■ Principal 
Secretary of State for 
m or 'i ■ A ' 'airs. 


that 



that the Liberian authorities »' nrovia were con- 
aid^ring the advisability of taking from the local 
Kroo settlement one or aopa natives of tho disaffect¬ 
ed areas and publicly hanging then (whi h, of course, 
I do not for a moment believe). I vas, however, 
askel to taka measures at once to "protect my own 
people," and ouch more to t e same effect. They 
informed r..e exultingly thrt they h i contributed 
money to 'England for tho tar, and seemed astounded 
and outraged at ray evident *ant of anxiety to take 
active and immediate measures attainst the Liberian 
Government. They 3sid that they had always looked 
to England for protection, and then I mildly told 
them that,although *e regarded then wit.n the great¬ 
est and nost benevolent interest.they should never¬ 
theless remember the duty they oven to the Go* or nment 

♦ 

under whom they *iv"d, and r o on, they gre* very 
truculent, nnd withdrew, considering me, I feel con¬ 
vinced, to be a very poor sort of person indeed. 

Of course I reassured them in every possible way I 
properly could; but their disgust at the fact that 
I betrayed no disposition immediately to summon a 
•British" nan-of-varlj for which they asked at the end 
erf e V «ry other sentence, was very ro-^i and unfeigned 
indeed. They will no*, o? course, go and spread 
the conviction throughout the Kroo Goast that it is 
no use to come to me, end that the Governor at Free¬ 
town ir the right per on to approach in all matters 
relating to them and their country. This, whilst 
calculated to relieve me of th * annoyance of their 

visits. 
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visits, creates at the a ana time an impression which 
is as undesirable as it is inaccurate* 

I have had deputations of Krooaen on previous 
occasions, but never have I aeon them display such 
surprise and indignation at r.y exhortations to observe 
caution and to endeavour to adjust their differences 
vith the Liberian Government. This I attribute 
entirely to the fact that we have tahen their money 
from them, which has, of bourse, become a natter of 
common knowledge throughout tie entire extent of the 
Kroo coasts. I have no doubt that I shall have 
still further trouble, for it 13 outside the range 
the Kroo comprehension that they should be unable 
to avail themselves of the protection which they 
con’il^r they have bought md paid for, 

I sincerely trust that Sir ".derewether will 

m 

have these facts brought to his knowledge, and he 
cautions'! to be mare careful in future to consult 
me in matters relating to Liberia and its people • 

Had he done so in this instance, this unfortunate 
contribution would never have been made, and I o uutot 
but consider it possible that the present situation 
on th'* Kroo coast might not have arisen. 

W 

I have the honour to be, 

With the highest respect. 

Sir. 

Your most obsiient, 

£ v x ~ w /'f M dk 


humble servant, 



British ConFrlatp~G*iw*rnl, 


Ho* 13/ ift. 
Confidential 


Monrovi. 


n 

* i 


'it! September, lDlf> 


Sir:- 


Tith i*"f • 1 o ;'*y despatch Ho.11 of th« iPth 
instant* reporting an outbreak among the Kroo tribes 
of the Liberian coast, I have non t:.e honour to inforia 
you that intelligence Just received uttites that these 
people declared that they have made war on 'Liber¬ 
ians and their allie 3 the Germans," and, by so doing, 
have Bade ct on cause with Great Britain and France* 
British and Dutch traders in the aone of the disturb¬ 
ance are, therefore, in no way interfered with, and 
have been ; ifori ed that Viey - vo nothing to fear, 
whilst all German and L^erian craft l ave been cap¬ 
ture, , ar.a ire be in. use i or transporting bodies of 
Kroo warriora from one point to another* It is 
understood that levernl Certs on stores have been 
plundered, s-nd the safety of a number of Germans 
re; idinf in.the districts af'eoted gives rise to 
considerable anxiety among their fellow-countrymen 
iti Monrovia. Up to the present — the movement began 
on the 13th instant — little or no actual fighting 
h vs taken place beyond some desultory fii'ing round 
about the settlement of Greenville, but the hitherto 
unconfirmed report has gained currency that the 
Liberian boarding offioer at Sinoe, ns well as 
another official there, has been shot, and there 
has been ot nr Ion of life due, I believe, to sniping. 



? r 


Kii Majesty's Friuiiv 1 
Were 1 • y of ’t 1 'o • 
. ign Affairs. 






( 2 ) 


Hr Richard Sharpe, British Receiver of Liberian 
Customs, who has gr* t influence with th--> Krooa, l»ft 
yesterday for the scene of tho Rising, furnished with 
full prff»n by any naana *4. his liiponal to qu*ll the 
disturbance.* ! 3ft* hta t*fON his and ha 

appear* 1 to think that h f » had im?l*rtid:on a task of 
no s«aU difficulty. The* AMgtcan Military Attach*, 
with tiro handrail m«n of the Libe . n frontier Forae, 
i: believe’ to be v,i his >-y to fonrovin from the 
interior, an*? it in intier ‘^ood that ho is bound for 
the 3ar« iontination. 

The causes rhioh have *tv«o rl re to this long- 
thr ’fttenp ! outbreak are. (1) a >• t "ttenpt by the 

n 

Lib»rian nov™rr, »nt to enforce the payment of ft five 
shilling hut-tak: (1) rv du Uy tnore'.“ing indignation 
at the robberies infliete’ in th ■ of 1 r* by the 
Liho'*' n diet so i toners, end (S) the rank die - 
honeHy o Ltberifn and 0’i" n tro-ers *ho have for 
yfl f: axtorte' t' • no t H - e^np • prices for the worst 
possible tV.? , <nd, h »viej» waploye’ "roos to obtain 
native labour for erport by a ns ly diatinruish- 

able fro* alave-raidin? , fterwanSs repudiated 

their bargains, and ended by paying little or nothing 
for the labourers ohtuinod. 

Heedless to say the Liberian Government are 
greatly alar red. Thor A ii no doubt that, should 

the Kroon show a luiited and ( »t ra inei attitude, the 
former* do not dispose of troops novbl s vi et arr.is, 
of putllag the rveoant down; all they oan do, there¬ 
for '.ifi to nave demonstrntions »itl th«ir feeble 

fovees, 






U) 


forcer. trust to Mr Shares eloquence, and pray that 
the Kroon, shou 1 i they he seised with a desix*' 1 to 
destroy property of any kind, way choose a path 
loading in the directio a” -o. .'thing cheap. 

I was recently inf armed that, with a vie- to 
■ creating an impression among the Kroos by means of 
method r of Libertin •rrightfulneos," it was actually 
decided by the Cabinet, with the concurrence of the 
..‘movie n financial Adviser and of the Unite States 
haIf-cast 0 Char,.<* 4*Affaires, to cot on fire add 
completely destroy a large Kroo settlement known as 
Krootown, on the outskirts o-‘ Monrovia# containing 
possibly 2,000 persons. On learning beyond doubt 
that this was really contemplated, I at once address¬ 
ed an official not-' to the State bop fitment pointing 
out that a large number of Uritvah natives of the 
Gola Coast, Sierra Leone, an< other colonies had 

their places or abode in Krootovn, and intimating 

* 

that I should be unable to witness without strong 
protest the adoption of any measures likely to 
imperil either their lives or property. Since the 
receipt of it y warning I learn that this moot danger¬ 
ous aol Bhort-8ighted project has been abandoned — at 
least for the present. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your moat obedient, 

humble servant. 




No, lft/15. 


British Consulate-General, 
Monrovia, Slat October, loifi. 


•’ ir: - 


With re^rence to my despatch 'Io*14 of the 2Pth 
ultimo reporting a further irregularity favourable to 
German interests on tho part of the Liberian Cuatoma 
Department at Monrovia, I learn tn -.t my action in 
directing tie attention of the Liberi n Government 




thereto haa given great offence to the American 
General Receiver and Financial Adviser. The first- 
fruits of this official’s indignation at what he is 
8t.vL.ei as having described as the "high-handed and 
unwarrantable interference o- this Consulate-General 
in cuatonis matters* wao the issue, on the 2nd instant, 
of a circular addressed to the Foreign Representatives 
in Monrovia requiring tnew.for the first time,when 
afloat to call at the Customs-wharf for examination 
and search when leaving or returning to port. As I 
am the only person of this ascription who ia in 
possession of an official or *ny other Find- of oraft, 
the intention of this Circular seems sufficiently 
obvious, whilst whnt renders this document wholly 
unnecessary, exoept for the purpose o.* causing need- 
lest annoyance, is the fact that I am exempted from 
the payment of customs-duty of any kind. Moreover, 
the risk attending an approach i.i this delicate and 
costly vesiel to tie crowded Customn-wharf is no 
great that, pending correspondence upon the subject. 


His Majesty's Principil 
Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 


<* 


I 
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I was uaabl* to send h r r to sei to carry otu* her 
important functions in respect of several British 
veaaals which arrived off Monrovia about thlt time, 
Finally I received a eooir.tmication frost the St a to 
hT^rtnont expressly exempting tne launch from tho 
dangerous necessity of calling at tho Customs-vharf , 
but on tho distinct undarstanding that she was never 
und^r any circumstances to carry passengers or avan 
ny personal b-iggage* These conditions were, I found, 
also imposod by tho American General Receiver, who is 
arrnrently determined to place nr, much difficulty in 
ny way as fie possibly can. T havo pi*otest a d lo t‘ a 
State Department tlmt, in cane of tho arrival of 
diatin;mshed guests, «• even personal friends, t 
an thus dooarrad from offaring than the courtesy of 
a passage ashore, which they would otherwise he cou¬ 
poned to make in a dirty, alow, calodorous surf- 
boat. So far, ho ever, it has been found impossible 
to get the General Receiver to recede from the atti¬ 
tude he has adopted. 

But the most serious step which he h&a just 
taken , doubtless from pique at having been consider¬ 
ed wanting in vigilance, and one calculated complete- 
ly to neutralize the measures which I had set on foot 
for the purpose of keeping a watch upon cargo landed 
here by German fin. , is t) at of rigidly excluding 
from the Custom House all persons other than the 
meiibers of the staff o ’ t*-nt t'epnrtreot, Nobody 
whomsoever is now allowed under any pretext to enter 
the warehouses, clearly in order to prevent any other 

irregularities 

t 


We 
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IrregularltiM from b#iw brought to liKht* In 

► t 

these circumstances I scarcely see what I can now 
do to fulfi' thoa« extremely important luties which, 
up to the pr 'gp"t time I have (ion** my bant, «.n con¬ 
ditions of no snail difficulty, to carry out. 

That the American General Receiver feels satis¬ 
fied that ha has succeeded in seriously hampering this 
Oonsulate-Ge»«r1 *.• *rs can M little doubt ; ,v f'is* 
instead of feeling und«r a one measure of obligation 

f 

for th* assistance afforded in t! a di iclosvr" of tha 

incirtonvn which ha ,f a be«n brought to his not tea, ha 

# 

regards it apparently art n T^rson*! affront placed 
through hi i department upon him. 

As it is, I nr now practically poperies b, and 
X loov in vein for *o i* b<»mm to enable m» to resume 
my never vary afficiant supervision ovar arriving 
consigns ant > of roods unless affect ba given to tha 
racorn’ andetions contain* ; in tha concluding paragraph* 
of my despatch above referred to dealing »ith tha 
rotation of th a Receivers in their peats. If such 
rotation could nay ba introduced, tha German Receiver 
at present in uncontrolled charge h^re, would auto¬ 
matically ba succeeded by hie British colleague, and 
V onoefor* fil'd this Custom House, at pres ant a eontiri- 
nous source of anxiety, would causa to prose t the 
a era 11 act causa for further uneaainesa, 

I have the honour to bp, 

With the highest respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obeliant, 

humble servant. 


(Signed) R. C .p. 





K0,28/16. 
Confidential. 


British Consulate-General* 
Monrovia, 12tb ;]ovemb«r, 1913. 




Sir:- 

In continuation of my despatch 1'o.lQ of th" 

21st ultimo, relative to the attitude of the Ameri- - 
can General Receiver of Customs. Vr R.P.Clark, towards 
this Consulate-General; to the unnecessary restric¬ 
tions p'.aoed by him upon the functions of the oonsul- 
ar despatch bout in my charge, and to the impossi¬ 
bility of exercising supervision ov*r cargo discharged 

1 •# 

here by vessels known to be engi; ad in running eontra- 

. 

band through his action in cloning the Department of 
Cuntori3 to the public, I have now the honour to 
inform you as '’ollows: 

fith a vies to obtaining some relaxation of the 
highly vexatious regulation which Mi* Clark had intro¬ 
duce;! prohibitin • ry deep itch-boat from carrying 
passengers which ay previous despatch on this sub¬ 
ject describe 1 , I recently entered into a very friend¬ 
ly oorve-ipondenoe with the State Department, which, 


in the err 1 , resulted in my obtaining permission to 

offer the hospitality of th* or ft in question to 

certain specified local diplomatic and consular 

officers os occasion might arise. On the 2Bth 

% 

ultimo, therefore, I wrote to the State Department 
to express my thanks for this concession, find took 
advantage of the opportunity to express a hope that 
it might be still further extended to include His 

Majesty's 

His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary o? State ror 

£ Tor?ign Affaira. 


' "* 



(2 ) 


Majesty's n.?v • 1 and military officers, and such civil 
of-’toials o-’ iilttnction as night be found from time 
to time on board of pu , "ii i, r utent *rn. **urt l >*r, as 
the de ipatch-boat had at to' 1 "* vic-n ** ai me* boon 
Vindly pro*-/tied by * Bonk of British tost Africa 
wit" special uharfapp on their riva: -’rout. I added 

that the Irby, 1 

• 

;fii hie wife from the trifling privilege of 1 ing 
c rr ie os raanenr’C*:; ooc-sioimi y sormwhat of 

a hardship. needles to say this r-entlonsn was quite 
unaware of 1 r y having on'* so* 

Two days after the delivery of this derputeh at 
the State hep^ rt T e«t, I received -> note fron 'St 
Ap; V’by in which he Quoted a portion of it alnor^ 
verb) , and. whilst thanMH • for eh at. he re ■: rd- 
ed as the )t inf ness vhlot hn^praapt - fcb Chdeavow 
to -vt hip. place 4 on my ptXb singer-1 i?t, *ent or to 
aay that, o*tng to business considerations, he would 
rather not figure in the correspondence which! was 
proceeding, 

iov I had long V.novn that ti < contents of offic¬ 
ial despatches address**- to the Ptr.te nej-apt stent were 
net s«ldor-. improperly d» -closed to nenhera of the 
out aide -public —— i>vl * • : it i; cun- * illy stated 
tint ! copy of my document, na natter iPat it.- 
origin or subject. i • r *- lily and secretly obtain¬ 
able fvon the junior officials on payment of « snail 
fee: tout , witoout neo** -ting this doubtless exa>D*eratad 
vief of the natter. I was exceed in -ly surprised to 
fin 1 that *ny official comr-imication,i• o matter on what 
subject, had been placed in Vr Appleby': hands. 


# 


I 
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I, therefore, wrote settt-offioially to th« Secretary 
of State remarking that T foil convinced ho was un¬ 
aware th'it the oont-' t of despatch** ad re aad to 
him and received by his M partnent were thus cade 
known to members cf the public. adding that T need 
hardly point out to an official of hin knowledge and 
experience that such an act seemer; to indicsite a very 
tuperfect perception of dut] on i e part H the peroon 
guilty of it-, aar’ that in othr adninietrations it 
constituted an offence which laigiit entail moat 

aerioua consequences, As a proof of what had ta)en 

* , *. » 

place I inclosed a copy of the portion of Hr leby’s 
note to me containing thp extract fro* ..y despatch, 
but of course I did not know at that tine who the 
Liberian official was Who had divulged it. 

A day or two later Mr Appleby inf creed we that 
the note which he had addressed to me was in conse- 
quenoe of a visit whi^h he nd received from tne 
American On*rnl Receiver o owa, R.P.Clark, 

He told me tnat the latt«r had deliberately shown 
him my despatch to the st r he department, and had 
warned him t.°t if he (hr Appleby) or the flank of 
British ^est Africa (the application wan not (iiite 
clear) proposed to get through their b ‘.ness satis¬ 
factorily (or something to t at of ect) he had 

m- 

better not allow his name to be aa .ociated in ques¬ 
tions pending between the State Der rtment and the 
British Consulate-General. The eMaunioation made 
by Mr Cl rk amounted, to my mind, to a threat tiat 
the Rank's business would suffer if he did :;o. 

The following day the S^cretnry of Itate replied 
to icy semi-official letter, expressing surprise and 


concern 









(4) 


concern at what X had reported, and ark ins for fir- 

* 

ther information. X afforded him such as had cone 
to my knowledge, merely withholding !!r Clr.i-v 1 ; name 
which I did not fool at liberty, for ' r *»ty of 
reasons,to mention. I added that, in all tho cir- 
euia stances, it seeded bettor that, eith the facts 
I had boon abl* to lay before* him, the State Depart¬ 
ment should conduct their o’ r n Investigation and 
acquaint mo in due time of t • result. Since then 
I have had 1 o mar 1 tiers from tho Secretary of 
State requesting n a , with growing insistence, to 
disclose the name of the of icial inculpaten (with 
fhich I have reason to know that he is already 
perfectly acquainted) but thin, of course, I have 
no intention of doing* Mr,Appleby at this point 
mote to me that on consideration he scarcely con¬ 
sidered that he had been ‘threatened* by v r Cl'irk. 
whereupon T wrote to the State Department an” cor ret¬ 
ed tint portion o ’ P-v ntate» j»nt to then on th.e 
subject. 

There the case stands at present. The truth 
of the matter is that, on receipt of my despatch on 

9 

the 2Mth October, the Secret try of State, who haa 
done what h*» felt he could, I thinl , to :ive effect 
to my wishes, very properly and legitimately forward¬ 
ed it on to the American hen! of the Customs for his 
observation:! thereon. The latter, doui tleos very 
sore still at t-io exposes which ms Department had 
from time to time suffered at i y hands and probably 
in order to create dissension between Mr Appleby and 
me, took advantage of tho opportunity afforded and 

divulged 
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divulged itn entire contentc to him in what I regard 
Q9 a moat improper and unwarrantable nanner. 

Whether the State Department will take any 
8t^*3 to Bark their dinaprroval of Hr Clark'a conduct 
I ^A-wmd-a' doubtful; but I have consider or) it to 
b' 2 >y duty to place the facto before you (1) to 
afford an interesting example of the plane of 

m 

official morality in thin country, and (2) in order 
that, should any inaccurate nr garbled account of the 
occurrence re>Oh you through ot.er source*. you my 
have th a correct version at hand with which to com¬ 
pare it. 

I have th*» honour to be, 

fith the hirheit respect* 

fir '• rr 

‘Ul f 

Your mod Oi er tent. 

humble servant. 









Ka.3Vl s - 



British Coijsulate-oe ®rnl, 
!.onrwi:i, 17ir. , ’e , n>*r, 1 'Ob. 

Sir:- 

At thr™ •^iVf'ry by Pro .ident Hor rd of hi- 
'.v-;I "'T-- p to the Legislature on 1 e 1 1 instant, 
n v *ry lar; o ■ >t.horing na *er bled in tho H ll of Pop- 
raiont^ttver. tncludina the consular corps, 1' e 

roiflboiT of th r> .ov 'rnr ’nt, the aptr in on* of'icw 
of the Uniter’ titntea Cruiser r P* an’ wat 

numbers of th" general public ine.lufii.ng many Guo-nans. 

I nr inferred by ry Prone*: ooDenjmo. and by 
th« Briiv.h Beeeivei* :«• fhiatom (’ r Richard Sharon) 

* 

that the Mop e, whilst profos'*inh friend 1* 
ion s with *,r.o varionn ^oy *i;r * power:-, breat. 1 od 
though out i spirit of «noii 1 Vn*i > ; aninoaity lorards 
■i Great Britain and ice. in ovary pnsso n 
which h.» fan ahl * to do so, the Prvivio ii no PMphas- 
iftad the text as to show clearly tho great and ,rrof- 

' : V#- • 

ingarspicion and dialifce which havo r • y imufest- 
ef them>elv«> -w. .‘.in ». t illiol nations, tho of'foot 

Titt,<n'**ro »h b*iaK r. it ] \j by tba 

t- 

d«libonto aoerbiiy of his delivery. 

Ref n’Virp: to tho Kroo robolli n, wh ich in at ill 
active, Hi* Howard produce*' a sons at ion by stating 
t at it had coma io tho Pnowledge of tho Liberian 
Government that a largo deputation of tho rebels 
proaoodad a fo» wool s rvro to Sierra L^one, and 
requested tho Government n* t"at Tolony to ' ape over 
th° whole of th** Liberian Kroo Toast, Tho President 

added 


Hfr Majesty's Principal 
M'cretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 



ad-:*-! thit t •’ deputation w«vi received by ti e Sierra 
Leone Governnent with every mar It of the moat benevol¬ 
ent sympathy. They were inform* ; that although, of 
course, at present the Liberian Government exercised 
their sovereignty. aad while they continued to do so 
it would b» difficult to give affect to t ie wishes 
which the Imputation expresses, if at any tine that 
Government wer» "turnei out* they eight poly upon 
the favourable consideration of their proposals. 

Th«=< >a ru-* not t * exact words used, but I have read 
them to ny informants who an*ee that they coincide 
with the sense of what was atatei. The President 
t en added tnt the Krooa. interpret in.* this as a 
promise of support, have persisted in t-eir rebellious 
attitude. 

In the course of his Message Mr Howard animad¬ 
verted very strongly upon the Procist motion prohibit¬ 
ing ener.y trading in Liberia, th* text of which he 
re^d with an inflection expressive of the bitterest 
scorn. On reaching the end, he pronounce.! the words 
•God Save t he Xing* with auch suggest ire emphasis and 
interval between them,and well-understood movements of 
hi3 lips,that he was followed by a burst of ironical 
laughter aid applause l-*d by a prominent German. He 
then stated truculently that His Majesty might issue 
as many proclam it ions as he pleased* but, it would 
remain to be seen what their value would, be when they 
ccme into conflict vil h the laws of Liberia. 

The Message has not yet been printed, and I 

consider 
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consider it highly frobabl* that ahsn it ia issued 
Liu oh . 0 " this offanaivo u -t* *r rrij be onitted from 



it. 




Th* #o*#at* 3 t ourwi':" s-vl iir i,~* -*.t *>n hnv* 
been aroiv •■' noongr th<* wmbwra of the Pvitish and 
French coloiuei here, and I I’^n* that relations 
retw"* 3 !: then and the Liberian cowsunity are li»ely 


.o untier/tn nest unfortunate change for t ■* .orce 




I have the -honor* 
*ttf V * htfh<*' 



t fti vp the ' 

't rocfoct. 


Your t o >’ie-it. 


r , 




h": thl ' :V*-*Vant, 















* • 



■ 

♦ 




£1 '• ^ 




















: 














a 


































i 



*4 










_ _ 



_ 




_ 




_ 








*<*& th*aw*lves; that it wee a natter in will oh the 
shipmaster was not cnna©rn©!, and thnt, in spit© of 
our personal assurances , it would b© more aatiofac- 
tory if re woutd .cowiirtuiioat© to our Governments 
the views which ho hole: upon th© question. This we 
nr© now doing. 

I have not appended copion of all th© voluminous 
correspondence ditch has passedas thin won Id iuvolv© 







th© expenditure of raaay days in hard and unnecessary 


toil. 






The whol© secret of thi-i protraotad correspond¬ 
ence. which has taxed th© pati«no© of ay l ? r»'noh 
aolloogu© and ays©!:' to th© uttermost, is that th© 
Ltberian Government (in other words Mr 8©cr©tary King) 
do not wish these Gormans to leave under th© shadow 

of th© reasons which hav© given rise to iheir contain- 

- 

plitod withdrawal. If you will refer to pRgoa 22 
and 38 of ray confidential report sent under cover of 
ny despatch fin, 117 of the 7th April last, yon till 
aae certain facts relating to the Liberian Secretary 
of State which throw some light upon his present 
attitude — an attitude which will be th© better 

J 

v i*stood when It ts explained that one of the I 

i 

1 

Germans in qu#iitton is an ag#nt in Ub^rla of th# 
ooESsercial house in Hamburg from whoa Mr Kin*; is 
Sflid to hnve received the * loans" and *presents" 
referred to. He raams, by recourse to every kind 
of artifice, to sake these negotiations drag on 
until w© are weary of tl ©m, whilst the method of 
satisfying the Liberian Government to which he refers - 













ted. 

I 

tion in the instructions relative to *snf e-conducts 


( 8 > 

of the ainaiter intentions of the tie Germans on the 
night in*question »oull of course be by means of a 


farcical trial at which they would bo u% onoo acquit 


Personally I sincerely trust taut no modifica- 








* 


sent to wo will fat* made, and that I any bo author- 
isod to inform tho Liberian Government to that effect 
together wit any statement of views which you may 
Obrwtdor adequate to express your sense of the manner 
in which your wishes, relative to these two Germans, 
have been giv6h effect to. 

I have the honour to be, 
vith tho highest respect. 

Sir* 














Your . .oat obedient, 

humble servant. 
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